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Since 1960, Newlin Grist Mill (NGM) has 
worked hard to preserve and protect the 
trees and forests found in the park.  Now 
those forests are facing one of the biggest 
threats to their welfare since the Chestnut 
blight of the early 1900s.  Today’s threat 
comes on the wings of a tiny green beetle 
the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  This 
beetle, roughly 0.5 inch in length, is native 
to eastern Asia and feeds on trees in the 
Ash family, including the green and white 
ash trees common in Pennsylvania. First 
identified in Michigan in 2002, EAB has 
spread through the ash trees’ native range.  
It was detected in western Pennsylvania 
in 2007, and has continued eastward since 
then.

Tree damage is caused when adult beetles 
lay eggs under the bark of living ash 
trees.  Larvae eat the vascular tissues that 
transport water and nutrients between the 
tree’s leaves and roots, and eventually the 

This invasive species from Asia has been moving eastward from Michigan since 2002.

tree is girdled from within.  Impacted trees 
experience gradual thinning of foliage as 
individual branches and limbs are cut off, 
with total die-off occurring anywhere from 
one to four years later.  In infested areas, 
ash tree mortality is nearly 100 percent.

While the park is home to many tree 
species, the forest in some places consists 
entirely of ash.  Ashes are also present in 
high numbers around our trails, ponds, 
and historic buildings.  Unfortunately, 
most of these trees will be impacted by 
EAB within the next five years or sooner.  
As such, NGM has developed a three-
pronged approach for addressing the 
effects of EAB infestation.  

Firstly, we hope to treat 20 trees with 
a systemic pesticide that makes them 
unpalatable to insects and ensures the 
continued presence of ash trees as a species 
in the park. We have teamed up with 
Arborchem and Arborjet, who sponsored 
the treatment of 15 ash trees located near 
the historic buildings and mill dam. The 
particular trees were chosen based on their 
overall health and biological or historical 
importance.  Look for these trees with 
identifying tags and QR codes to learn 
more.

We will also be removing ash trees from 
areas where they pose a risk to visitors 
or historic structures.  Ash trees become 
brittle when they die, and can become a 
threat to nearby structures and trails as 
they start shedding limbs.  It can also be 
dangerous for the foresters doing tree 
removal work, so we are conducting 
proactive removal to maintain the safety 
of our visitors and staff alike.  This will be 
done in phases, and be followed by new 
tree plantings to limit the amount of long-
term disturbance in the area.
(continued on page 2)
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Save Our Forests

Todd Hagenbuch of Arborchem Products treating one of Newlin Grist Mill’s ash trees during a demonstration.

varying species of oak, maple, hickory, 
sweet gum, beech, sycamore, tulip 
poplar, and black cherry.

In order to save the park’s forest, we 
need to obtain additional treatments and 
plant new trees. Your donation or multi-
year pledge will help save our forest.

  You Can Help By 
  Adopting Trees!

  $100: Adopt a Tree 
            (Planting One Tree)  
  $250: Adopt an Ash 
            for Treatment
  $500: Adopt a Grove 
            (Planting Five Trees) 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) will have 
a major impact on the forests at NGM. 
We have a plan to lessen the impact and 
save the park’s forests. A three-pronged 
management plan has been developed to 
address the EAB threat. 

Our goal is to maintain ash on the property 
by treating at least 20 trees for the next 
15 years. Injections by ArborJet and 
ArborChem can protect ash trees for up to 
three years. These companies have agreed 
to sponsor 15 trees for the next nine years. 

The number of ash trees makes it 
impractical to treat them all. In addition 
to treatment, ash trees will be removed 
throughout the property. Removal will 
be phased in order to maintain a healthy, 
multi-aged forest. A variety of native trees 
will be chosen for replanting including 

Finally, we will be implementing forest re-
planting projects in areas away from trails 
and buildings.  As ash trees are removed, 
we will plant new trees in those areas 
while keeping some dead trees standing 
to provide wildlife habitat.  Over time, we 
will be able to re-create a diverse, multi-
aged forest that will be less susceptible 
to any future insect or disease threats that 
target trees of a single species or size.

While the impact of EAB will be 
significant, we feel that our three-pronged 
approach will ensure that our park remains 
a safe and beautiful place to visit, and 
that our forests maintain their structural 
integrity and biodiversity.  You can help 
with these efforts by adopting a tree or 
volunteering to help with forest replanting 
projects. Every action, no matter how 
small, helps protect our forests!

Emerald Ash Borer (continued)
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Laura Adie originally hails from the 
Midwest (and accordingly will insist 
that fizzy drinks are called “pop” and 
not “soda”). She got her start in the 
museum field with a summer job as a 
historical interpreter at Conner Prairie 
Living History Museum in her home 
state of Indiana, where she continued to 
work after completing her undergraduate 
education at Oberlin College in Ohio. 
She went on to earn a Master’s degree in 
Historical Administration from Eastern 
Illinois University. From there, she spent 
time in the Kansas City area, first as a 

graduate intern and later as the Interpretive 
Specialist for Daily Programming and 
Collections at Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop 
and Farm Historic Site. Laura has lived 
in Pennsylvania for almost eight years 
and comes to Newlin from the position 
of Historic Site Supervisor for Pottsgrove 
Manor in Pottstown. 

In her spare time, she is involved in 
historical reenacting, which combines her 
loves of history, camping, sewing, and 
cooking. She portrays a camp-follower with 
the Continental Line’s Fourth Legionary 
Corps in the Revolutionary War and an 
Auxiliary Territorial Service member with 
the British Army in World War II. She is 
currently working on a variety of other 
impressions, including that of a volunteer 
in the British Women’s Land Army.

Laura is looking forward to being a part 
of the team at NGM and using the site’s 
unique resources to engage visitors young 
and old. She has long been fascinated by 
colonial industry and is thrilled to be at 
a site with a working grist mill. She also 
hopes to get a chance to try out the bake 
oven soon! 

Woodfin Intern
Anissa Speakman joined the NGM staff 
as the 2016 H. Dabbs Woodfin Intern. 
She is an anthropology major from 
the University of Delaware. The 2016 
internship theme is archaeology to support 
the public archaeology program. Her 
primary focus will be processing artifacts 
from the past five seasons of excavations 
at the Archive, Miller’s House, and 
Trimble House outbuilding. Anissa 
will examine and sort the thousands of 
artifacts before cataloging. She is also 
assisting archaeologist Keith Doms during 
excavations this summer.

Programs and Administration Manager

Faces at Newlin

Rick Fellows Retires
After 35 years of service at NGM, Rick 
Fellows retired in February. Rick started 
working on the grounds and assisting with 
fishing in the early 1970s. He reminisced 
about spending summer days cleaning 
trout for visitors. Later, Rick refined his 
skills and went on to accept the position of 
Carpenter and Mason. 

During his time at NGM, Rick left his mark 
throughout the buildings and property. He 
constructed a bake oven, rebuilt the water 
wheel, restored the hurst frame in the grist 
mill, converted the Newlin store from a 
residence into the Archive, and contributed 
to numerous other projects and programs. 
Visitors to the park walk on bridges he 
built and trails he cleared. Each year, Rick 
advanced the Forest Restoration project 
by clearing overgrown areas, and then 
working with volunteers to plant new trees. 

Trustees, staff, and family gathered on 
May 14th to celebrate Rick’s service to the 
organization and honor his contributions. 
He was presented with a framed certificate. 
and photographs of several of his projects. 

We all wish Rick the best in his retirement. 
He plans to spend more time sailing with 
his wife.

Rick and his family with the framed certificate representing his many contributions during 35 years of service
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Volunteer Highlight

Volunteer Needs
As a non-profit, we couldn’t do what we 
do without our amazing, dedicated corps 
of volunteers.  Volunteers work on many 
projects that are essential to the effective 
running of our historic site and park and 
help to advance our work in historic and 
environmental conservation and education.  

Since January 1st, volunteers have 
contributed over 1,000 hours to the site.  
Projects have included planting over 600 
wetland plants, clearing invasive plants 
from three acres of land, building items for 
the new mill exhibit, transplanting trees, 
providing mill tours, assisting with special 
events, working on parking lot upgrades, 
maintaining and upgrading trails, working 
on the Trimble House restoration, prepping 
the barn for roof repairs, and many more 
tasks.  

As you can see, there is something for all 
interests and skill levels at NGM! If you or 
someone you know are looking for a great 
way to engage with history, nature, and the 
community

Below are some of our the volunteer 
opporutnities:

• Program Guides
• Grounds Crew
• Painting Volunteers
• Visitor Services 

Representatives
• Invasive Plant SWAT Team
• Garden Volunteers
• Archaeology Volunteers
• Special Events Volunteers
            Fall Harvest Festival
• Blacksmithing and Historic 
            Trades Demonstrators
• Archival Volunteers
• Maitenance Volunteers
• Vistor Survey Volunteers

Don’t see exactly what you are looking for? 
Contact Jessica and we’ll see how your 
skills can make a difference!

Alice Sevareid and Vance Downing

Get Involved!
We are always looking for new 
volunteers. Like talking to people? 
Working with objects? Being outside? 
Working on computers? Learning about 
history and the environment? We have 
a wide variety of volunteer projects 
for people of all ages, interests, and 
commitment levels. If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Jessica 
Shahan at jshahan@newlingristmill.org 
or call 610-459-2359.

Volunteers Alice Sevareid and Vance 
Downing joined us in November as part 
of our ongoing bird conservation program. 
The park is home to over 100 species of 
birds, all with different habitat and food 
requirements.  A top favorite of visitors 
is the Eastern Bluebird, which hunts for 
insects in NGM’s fields and meadows.  
Alice and Vance became involved after 
a birding trip with the Birding Club of 
Delaware County highlighted the number 
of Eastern Bluebirds that live in the park.

In the late fall, Alice and Vance installed 
four new bluebird boxes in the field above 
the Christmas Tree Farm, bringing our total 
number of bluebird boxes to ten.  With the 
start of the spring breeding season, they 
have been visiting each box weekly to 
check on the occupants and document their 

nesting efforts.  Bluebirds face a variety 
of threats during nesting, from snakes 
and raccoons to parasites and even over-
heating!  Weekly nest checks make sure that 
problems are addressed before they impact 
eggs or nestlings.

With their help, we will be able to learn more 
about the bluebird population in the park, 
and how our new grassland management 
plan is helping their growth and nestling 
survival.  If you are interested in learning 
more about Eastern Bluebird conservation 
in the park or in joining our dedicated team 
of bird conservationists, please contact 
Jessica at jshahan@newlingristmill.org.

Alice and Vance installing bluebird  boxes for the 
bluebird trail
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Upcoming Programs

Archaeology Festival
September 17, 10am-3pm

Family fun for all ages during a day of 
excavations, artifacts, and learning with 
professional archaeologists. Help them 
excavate, clean artifacts, and find out how 
archaeologists are uncovering Newlin Grist 
Mill’s history. A “kid’s dig” will be available 
for younger visitors. Displays on other 
regional excavations will also be included.

Cost: Free 
 

Fall Harvest Festival
October 1, 10am-3pm

Join us for an 18th century experience. 
Craftsmen demonstrate a variety of 18th 
century skills. Learn about the trades that 
built America, explore domestic skills, and 
engage in amusements by learning country 
dances, or having your silhouette made. 
Attend a colonial puppet show and listen to 
music by the Colonial Revelers. Shop in the 
18th century market, paint a pumpkin, and 
take a hayride. 

Cost: $5 Parking

Tavern Night
November 5, 7pm-9:30pm

Step into an 18th century evening in our 
recreated Nine Tun Tavern. Enjoy tavern 
fare, libations, and a variety of tavern games. 
Five plates of food present a selection of the 
flavors from colonial America. Each plate is 
paired with samples of hand-crafted punches 
and other period beverages. This event sells 
out each year so be sure to get your tickets 
early. 

Cost: $60 per person. Registration required.                                                                                                                                       

Quaker Archaeology
August 27, 3pm

What can we learn about Quakers from 
their stuff? Professional archaeologist John 
McCarthy discusses the archaeology of 
17th and 18th century Quaker sites in the 
Delaware Valley and what the artifacts tell 
us about Quaker aesthetics.

Presentation in Log Cabin.

Cost: $5 Members and $7 non-members

Landscape Walk
September 24th,  12pm

Take a walking tour of the historic landscape 
at Newlin Grist Mill, and discover many of 
the man-made and natural features and their 
relationship to the 300-year history of this 
site. Your guides for this walk will include a 
naturalist and historian.

Reservations appreciated. 
Meet at the Visitor Center.

Cost: $5 Members and $7 non-members

Lenses on Newlin
Nov 19th – Dec 31st, 10am – 4pm

NGM’s character is shaped by history, 
nature, architecture, and people. Local 
artists, photographers, poets, and sculptors 
are all invited to share creations inspired 
by NGM. This juried show allows artists to 
present their perspectives as seen through 
the individual lenses of their art. Artists can 
register on the website or call the office.

Cost: Free
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Trail Signs

This spring visitors who enter the Mill have 
been treated to a series of surprises. The 
exhibit “The Daily Grind: The Colonial 
Mill Rediscovered” opened on April 29th 
during a special preview. Attendees enjoyed 
a behind the scenes tour with Director Tony 
Shahan and enjoyed beverages by Twin 
Lakes Brewing Company. 

On opening day, the Mill came to life 
as staff and volunteers portrayed the 
activities in a colonial mill. People were 
carrying and hoisting bags, grinding grain, 
raking flour, and measuring and weighing. 
Since opening, hundreds of students and 
adults have enjoyed the new furnishings 
and activities. New items continue to be 
fabricated and incorporated into the exhibit 
as they are completed. Still to come are a 
hoist barrel, weights to make the balance 
scale function, the cooper shop, and a 
millwright shop.

The exhibit was made possible by a grant 
from the Ethel Sergeant Clark Smith 
Memorial Fund and donations from 
Roscom Inc. and Paul McClintock Book 
Binder. 

Several experts and tradesmen from 
Delaware, Virginia, Oregon, Canada, and 
the United Kingdom worked to design and 
fabricate furnishings. Special thanks go to 
the Woodworking Club at Maris Grove, Jim 
Neubauer, Mike Boughner, and Keith Doms 

for all of the work they put into making the 
exhibit a success. Thanks to Twin Lakes 
Brewing Company for donating and serving 
the beer during the preview event.

Mill Exhibit

Frog Pond
The long-awaited trail signs were installed 
in early June. Seven signs were placed 
around the property to orient visitors to the 
resources and activities in the park, provide 
trail information, and interpret the wetlands, 
frog pond, water system, and landscape. 
The signs were paid for in part by a grant 
from Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful.

New exhibit recreates the daily life and material culture of an early colonial mill.

Mill Exhibit Recreates Early Colonial Mill

The Frog Pond is a favorite location for 
thousands of families each year. It is also a 
regular stop for staff members who monitor 
frog populations as a way to judge stream 
health. Frogs are especially susceptible to 
pollution. Their health reflects impacts on 
the environment and thus makes them what 
scientists call an “indicator species.”

The pond and wetland is a destination for 

students who utilize it as an outdoor class-
room. Over the past year, several improve-
ments were made to expand access, protect 
and enhance the habitat, and enrich the edu-
cational value as an outdoor classroom.

The improvements were made possible by 
grants from the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection and Keep 
Pennsylvania Beautiful.
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Old Traditions in the Modern World

For many people, archaeology conjures 
up images of people bent over holes 
digging with trowels. While the most 
recognized part of the process, excavation 
is only a small part. For every hour spent 
excavating, three hours are spent cleaning, 
sorting, researching, and cataloging the 
artifacts recovered so they can be analyzed. 
The results can then be summarized in an 
excavation report. Without the analysis and 
summaries of the final report, there is no 
purpose to the digging and documenting. 

Over the past five seasons of excavations, 
more than 16,000 artifacts have been 
recovered at NGM. Artifacts made of 
glass, ceramic, iron, copper, leather, wood, 
bone, shell, plaster, and even paper must be 
treated differently. Thanks to hundreds of 
volunteer hours, over 98 percent of these 
artifacts have been cleaned. 

With the assistance of Woodfin Intern 
Anissa Speakman and volunteers, these 
artifacts are being sorted and cataloged. 
Maker’s marks are being analyzed to 
determine date of manufacture and 

establish when artifacts were deposited. 
If you would like to help with the Public 
Archaeology Project, contact Jessica at 
jshahan@newlingristmill.org.

Archaeology - Not Just Digging

Artifacts recovered included parts of a 100 piece dinner set sold by Montgomery Wards in 1895 for $7.50.

Phrases like “Buy Local,” “Artisanal,” 
and “Locally Sourced” are becoming 
commonplace in today’s culture, but the 
ideas behind them were part of everyday 
life in the 18th-century. Therefore, it should 
not be a surprise that an 18th century mill 
would find a place in the modern world of 
artisanal brewing.

In January, NGM was contacted about a 
collaboration project. The concept was 
to create a historically inspired, locally 
sourced beverage. To make this happen, 
Tim Floros of Levante Brewing Company 
brought together Josh Oliver from Deer 
Creek Malthouse and Tony Shahan of 
NGM. 

After reviewing around sixty 18th century 
cookbooks, Shahan settled on a recipe 
for a farmhouse ale from the 1740s. Josh 
Oliver provided the malts created from 
grain grown in southeastern Pennsylvania. 
The malt was made using traditional floor 
malting techniques in a 150-year-old barn 
at Deer Creek Malthouse in Westtown 
Township. 

The malts were then taken to NGM and 
ground in the 1704 Grist Mill completely 
operated by water power. Shahan described 

the process as “counter intuitive” since 
modern brewers only wanted the grain 
cracked to avoid finer flour that clogs their 
equipment. When completed, the meal was 
taken to Levante in West Chester, where it 
was brewed. 

Brewer Tim Floros and his partners put 
a modern spin on the historic farmhouse 
ale with a mixture of spices and local 
wildflower honey before adding Earl Grey 
tea. Levante referred to the result as their 
“18th century colonial-style tea beer.” 

The locally sourced beer is called “The 
Earl of Newlin” after its ingredients and the 
mill used in its making. Earl of Newlin was 
introduced to the public during a release 
at the brewery, during Philly Beer Week, 
and during a Happy Hour at NGM. The 
two-barrel test batch disappeared quickly. 
Floros described it as one of the fastest 
moving beers they have made. During the 
Happy Hour in July, beer fans loved its 
malt flavors while non-beer drinkers also 
found it appealing. 

The grain for a larger batch has already 
been ground and the beer brewed, so keep 
an eye out for Earl of Newlin later this fall. 

Tony Shahan, Josh Oliver of Deer Creek 
Malthouse, and Tim Floros of Levante Brewing 

Company dumping malt into the hopper.

Happy Hour 
September 22nd
6:00-7:30pm
Join us for a Happy Hour with 
Twin Lakes Brewery. The 
evening will include a behind-
the-scenes look at restoration 
work in the Trimble House.

Must be 21 years old to attend.
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Around the Mill

Projects from Blacksmithing II Class
Hal Marden, Don Yost, and Bob Sklar of Maris 
Grove Woodworkers delivering grain bin and 

apprentice desk for mill exhibit.

Volunteer Bruce Snyder raking flour in the new mill exhibit

A snapping turtle laying eggs in backyard of 
Miller’s House

Boy Scouts planting trees on Earth Day Campers enjoying Parachute Games during Wings 
& Things Camp

Naturalist Jessica Shahan during Pop Up Naturalist 
Insect Program

Auld String Theory providing their unique sounds at Rock the Mill

Roman Barley Soup, griddle cakes, and 69th 
Regiment Punch – One of five courses during 

Grains of the World Dinner
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Around the Mill

Mike Connolly, Tracy Connolly, and Bill Russell bring the mill to life with music during Rythms of the Mill program

Native Pollinator Garden – A great educational 
tool and pretty, too!

Volunteer Sarah Dilworth helping out during Pop 
Up Naturalist Fish Program

Twin Lakes Brewing Company serving 
at Happy Hour during 
Mill Exhibit Opening

Mike Boughner and Jim Neubauer examine the access 
ramp they built to the Frog Pond

Campers during Critter Camp Volunteer Carol Boughner helps family unravel the 
story in animal tracks

Doug Groff of Victorian Heritage, Inc. puts finishing 
touches on hearth restoration in Trimble House

www.newlingristmill.org | 9



Research & Study: Nature

Grasslands 
Management Plan

At NGM, we are always looking for ways 
to connect with our community and create 
new learning opportunities.  This spring, we 
were excited to work with Marple-Newtown 
High School senior Ben Staud.  Ben and his 
family have been long-time stream fishing 
members, and when it came time for Ben to 
choose a senior capstone project, he thought 
of Newlin Grist Mill!

Ben’s project combined his love of fly fishing 
with statistics, to conduct a study of the fish 
that live in Chester Creek. In the course 
of his research, Ben caught fish in each 
pool between the mill dam and Cheyney 
Road.  He took measurements of each 
pool to create a picture of the available fish 
habitat, and collected macroinvertebrates 
(small aquatic organisms) to assess food 

availability in each pool.  By the end of his 
study, Ben caught over 30 individual fish, 
including Rainbow Trout, Brown Trout, and 
Creek Chub.  He was also able to add the 
Red-breasted Sunfish to the park’s wildlife 
list.

Studies like these help us understand the 
natural resources in the park and how our 
programs and activities influence the plant 
and animal communities around us.  With 
this information, it is possible to make 
better-informed management decisions and 
maintain healthy streams for everybody to 
enjoy in the future!

Fish Study

Water Quality - Frogs & Flies

Grasslands play a vital role in the 
park’s overall biodiversity. Numerous 
wildflowers can be found in our fields 
and meadows, including Blue-eyed Grass, 
Common Milkweed, and Tall Meadow 
Rue.  Meanwhile, animals like Red Foxes, 
Eastern Bluebirds, and Monarch Butterflies 
depend on the grasslands’ plants for shelter 
and food. 

NGM staff crafted, and the Board approved, 
a new management plan for the park’s 
numerous fields and meadows. Each 
grassland was assessed for wildlife value, 
plant diversity, and its impacts on water 
quality, before being assigned specific 
management techniques. Selective removal 
of invasive plant species like Mile-a-Minute 
Vine, Lesser Celandine, and Multiflora 
Rose keeps diversity high by preventing 
aggressive alien species from crowding out 
native Bluestem, Broom Sedge, and Purple-
top grasses.  Carefully-timed mowing keeps 
woody species from turning grasslands 
into thickets, and can improve bird habitat 
by making it easier to catch aerial insects.  
With these actions, the park’s grasslands 
will continue to be beautiful, diverse, and 
wonderful places to visit!

Water is one of the most important natural 
resources that we care for in the park. 
In addition to Concord Creek, the West 
Branch of Chester Creek, and the grist 
mill’s raceway, we have the frog and trout 
ponds, freshwater marshes, and vernal or 
temporary seasonal pools that are home 
to numerous plants and animals.  Visitors 
can meet frogs, go fishing, see the working 
gristmill, and enjoy scenic views because 
we work hard to make sure that our 
waterways are healthy!

Drogonfly Nymphs and Frogs are two species used to 
monitor water quality.

Pictured Right: Ben conducting macroinvertebrate 
studies in the stream.

Our staff conduct monthly chemical 
testing on both of the creeks, including 
tests of water temperature, pH, dissolved 
oxygen, and nitrates and phosphates (signs 
of organic pollution).  We also perform 
seasonal surveys of the organisms that 
live in the streams and ponds.  Aquatic 
organisms can tolerate different amounts 
and types of pollution, and their presence 
or absence tells us a lot about conditions 
in the stream. These results inform our 
management decisions and help keep the 
habitats healthy and the park beautiful for 
everyone to enjoy.
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Research & Study: History

The restoration of the Trimble House is 
underway. Thanks in part to a Community 
Development Block Grant through 
Delaware County and an additional 
grant from the Pennsylvania History 
and Museum Commission’s Keystone 
Preservation Fund, Phases I and II are 
anticipated to be completed by late fall. 
Phase III will consist of the restoration 
and furnishing of the historic kitchen and 
pantry.

During the restoration process, NGM staff 
conducted all demolition activities so that 
we could identify and document important 
features of the structure and evidence of 
early construction. Some of the discoveries 
have included hidden stairways, hinges 
marked by the blacksmith and a hand-
planed groove cut to accommodate a 
vertical plank wall. 

Interesting evidence was found inside 
the chimney. Clay plaster marked the 
exact location and angle of a flue. Close 
examination located a series of indentions. 
Further investigation revealed the 

indentions were in sets of four and each 
one contained finger-nail impressions. 
The marks appear to have been left by the 
mason as he was checking to see if the 
plaster was set.

Learn more about the Trimble House 
project during a behind-the-scenes tour at 
the Happy Hour on September 22nd.

Trimble House

Accuracy in Measures
During the creation of the new mill exhibit, 
great effort was taken to maintain accuracy 
in the objects used. Thanks to Marshall 
Scheetz of Jamestown Cooperage, the 
grain measures were no exception. 

Measures were critical tools in every 
colonial grist mill. As grain came into the 
mill it was measured by volume to ensure 
that the appropriate toll was taken out. 
The toll was a set percentage of the grain 
taken in payment for using the mill and 

varied from one-sixth to one-fourteenth. 
The bushel, half-bushel, peck, and half-
peck were all common measures found in 
mills. The size of each was prescribed by 
law. Each county was provided with a set 
of certified metal measures made to the 
crown’s standards. Everyone conducting 
business that used weights and measures 
was required to have them inspected each 
year for their accuracy. A measure was 
checked by comparing the volume in grain 
against the standard. If approved, it was 
stamped to show it passed inspection.

During the opening of the exhibit, 
Marshall Scheetz demonstrated cooperage 
techniques including the manufacture 
of barrels, tubs, and measures. His 
demonstration included showing how 
coopers made wooden measures to the 
required size. He began by filling a 
historic standard measure with grain and 
leveling it with a stick. The contents of the 
certified measure were dumped into the 

(Right)A mason’s fingerprints found in the hearth plaster. 
(Below) The Trimble House with its newly restored chimney. 

new wooden measure and gently packed. 
The height of grain was marked on the 
inside and then transferred to the outside. 
The final step was to cut the tub off along 
the marked line.

The reproduction measure can be seen 
in the Grist Mill exhibit along with half 
barrels for flour, a hogshead for bread, and 
a lift barrel used with the rope hoist.

Half bushel, peck, and half peck measures.

Marshall Scheetz using grain to mark measure
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Newlin Grist Mill
219 S. Cheyney Rd.
Glen Mills, PA 19342
Ph: 610-459-2359
info@newlingristmill.org          

Hours: Visitor Center
March-November
9am-4pm

December-February
10am-3pm

Park Hours
9am-Dusk

Tours:                             
Monday-Friday:
11am & 2pm

Saturday and Sunday
10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm

www.newlingristmill.org

VISIT US!

Address Service Requested NonProfit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
West Chester, PA

Permit #503
Newlin Grist Mill
219 South Cheyney Road, Glen Mills PA 19342
610-459-2359 | www.newlingristmill.org
       Like us on Facebook

Nicholas Newlin Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September
10th Candlemaking Demo
15th Springhouse Storytime: It’s Alive!
17th ArchaeologyFestival
24th Pop Up Naturalist: Monarch Butterflies;
 Talks at the Mill: Newlin Mill’s Changing Landscape

October
1st Fall Harvest Festival
8th Pop Up Naturalist: Trees
15th Fall Nature Walk
              Public Archaeology Day
20th Springhouse Storytime: Where’s the Square?

November
5th Tavern Night
19th Lenses on Newlin Art Show Opening
              (Show runs through December 31st) 

December
3rd Winter Nature Walk

Funding for the Newlin Grist Mill is supported by a grant 
from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 
a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

August
18th Springhouse Storytime: Big, Bigger, Biggest!
27th Talks at the Mill: The Archaeology of 
              Colonial Quakers 


