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Water is central to Newlin Grist Mill 
(NGM), whether fishing in the ponds 
and creek, hiking along the waterways, 
enjoying the Frog Pond outdoor 
classroom, or visiting the water-powered 
grist mill. The water wheel is one of the 
most iconic elements of a grist mill. There 
is something special about the splash 
of water and the creak of wood in the 
working water-powered mill.
 
The water wheel is one piece of a much 
larger water system. The system of dams, 
gates, canals (also called races), flumes, 
and water wheel act like a large machine 
built onto the landscape. The half-mile 
long system at NGM stores the water, 
delivers it to the wheel while regulating 
its speed and volume, and finally returns 
it back to the creek. The collection of 
structures utilizes the Mill’s topography so 
that the entire system operates by gravity 
alone.

Following the mill dam breach in 2014, the wheel began deteriorating quickly

The topography at Newlin Grist Mill 
provides for 21 feet of head, or elevation 
drop, allowing for a sixteen feet diameter, 
overshot style wheel. The white-oak water 
wheel is constructed inside the Mill to help 
protect the wood from decay. However, 
wooden water wheels require replacement 
every 25 years or so.
 
As part of the long-term study and 
restoration of NGM’s water system, the 
water wheel will be reconstructed over the 
next couple of years. The process began 
two years ago, when NGM obtained a 
portion of the white oak necessary for the 
reconstruction. White oak is being used 
because of its qualities of rot resistance 
in wet conditions, tensile strength, and a 
predictable swell rate when saturated.
 
Once the wood is dried to a 10 percent 
moisture content, it will be processed into 
its various pieces. NGM recently acquired 
a 36-inch band saw, which will save 
thousands of dollars in shop fees and make 
the work easier. Roughing-in of the wood 
will be done with modern equipment but 
the joinery and finish work will be done 
using traditional tools and techniques.
 
A woodworking shop will be created in 

the Mill for working on the water wheel. 
The reconstruction work will be part of 
the visitor experience. Staff, assisted 
by volunteers, will work in front of the 
public and include them in the restoration 
process.
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to 
the Peter Sellers Memorial Fund. The 
fund supports the maintenance of the 
mill equipment and made it possible to 
purchase the wood and start the project. 
NGM is raising funds to allow us to 
proceed with the water wheel project.
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Grains of the World Dinner

English Brewing Traditions with Marc Meltonville

English food historian Marc Meltonville.

The menu will include: four-grain salad, 
barley and vegetable soup, corn cakes, 
chicken and pasta, risotto with shrimp, 
and a dessert sampler. Each course will be 
accompanied by samples of grain based 
beverages and cocktails. Twin Lakes 
Brewing Company and Levante Brewing 
Company will be sponsoring some of the 
beverages.

This is a fundraising event to support 
the rebuilding of the Newlin Grist Mill’s 
water wheel.

Cost is $45 per person. Must be 21 or older 
to attend. Pre-registration is required.

Join us on June 24th for a taste of two 
thousand years of global cuisine during a 
five-course dinner featuring grains. Grains 
have been a part of the human diet for 
millennia, being utilized for bread, soups, 
beverages, desserts, and contributing to 
many of our favorite dishes. 

Explore the rich flavors provided by the 
world’s grains and discover both their 
history and nutritional benefits. Featured 
grains will include wheat, corn, rice, 
oats, spelt, rye, barley, quinoa, millet, 
amaranth, and einkorn. The dinner will 
feature recipes from ancient Rome, Tudor 
England, traditional and contemporary 
America, and Africa. 

In his presentation, “Messing About with 
Old Beer and Ale,” Meltonville will take 
attendees through his research to date: 
looking at the history of ales and beers, 
how they were made, who made them, 
and how and where they were drunk. The 
presentation will include lots of lovely 
pictures, quotes and at least one poem! 

Two opportunities to learn about 
English Brewing!

April 29th & 30th—Brewing 
Demonstrations from 10am to 3pm (Free)
April 30th—English Brewing Traditions 
Presentation at 3pm ($5 members/$7 non-
members)

Join us for a weekend of English brewing 
traditions on April 29th and 30th with 
two days of brewing demonstrations and 
a special presentation by food historian 
Marc Meltonville on Sunday. 

For the last year, Marc Meltonville 
has been looking into the histories 
of Old English beers, ales, and early 
spirits. His research included scouring 
archives and reviewing nearly-forgotten 
and little-known publications, and 
practical experimentation with historical 
techniques. Reproduction 18th-century-
style equipment was used to brew beer and 
then distill it into an early style of whiskey 
called aqua vitae. 

Meltonville says, “The old adage ‘the 
more we learn, the less we know’ is being 
borne out as the further into the story, the 
more we find out that most of the things 
we thought we knew are not that simple.” 
The history of this staple drink is filled 
with interconnecting stories and ideas.

His research will be put into practice 
during a weekend of brewing at Newlin 
Grist Mill. Using grain ground in the 
water-powered grist mill, Marc will 
produce an authentic English ale based 
on period accounts. Equipment typical of 
the 18th century will be used to “bottom 
mash” the ale, a technique that became 
popular in the middle of the century. 
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NGM Welcomes Brenda Orso

In January, Newlin Grist Mill welcomed 
Brenda Orso to the staff as our new 
Development Manager. Brenda will be 
responsible for grant writing and managing 
the membership program, sponsorships, 
and other fundraising activities. As a 
resident of Concord Township for over 20 

years, NGM has been a part of her daily 
life throughout that time. Picnicking by 
the Dam with her family, walking the trails 
with her dogs, and participating in public 
events such as the Fall Harvest Festival 
are among her favorite activities.

Brenda earned her B.A. in English and 
Writing from Messiah College, during 
which time she completed an internship 
with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 
her first experience with environmental 
and non-profit organizations. During 
the early years of her career, Brenda 
was a membership associate for Clinical 
Laboratory Management Association, 
a technical writer for Boeing, and 
a marketing manager for Creative 
Technologies International. For the past 
3 years, Brenda was the Development 
Coordinator for a non-profit in Chester 
County, writing grants, managing events, 
leading grassroots fundraising campaigns, 
and producing marketing materials.

In addition to her professional 
achievements, Brenda is the mother 
of two children; serves as a Girl Scout 
leader; volunteers her time as a website 
developer, newsletter editor, and outreach 
coordinator for her local congregation; 
and serves on the board of a local co-op 
in Media. In her free time, she enjoys 
bike riding, hiking with her dogs, bird 
watching, reading, card-making, playing 
board games with her family, exploring 
new towns and cities, and visiting local 
museums and gardens. 

Brenda is a great addition to the NGM 
team and is looking forward to helping 
advance the organization’s mission 
through fundraising and community 
support. She has always enjoyed colonial-
era living history sites, and is thrilled to 
be with an organization that not only 
operates a 1704 Grist Mill, but maintains 
and preserves 160-acres of open space and 
wildlife habitat. 

Faces at Newlin

Volunteer Highlight
It is often difficult to choose a single 
person to highlight from among the 
many great volunteers at Newlin Grist 
Mill, so this time we chose a pair of 
individuals who have made significant 
contributions, especially their enthusiasm 
and willingness to learn.

Volunteers Ken Taylor and Penny Williams 
joined our volunteer corps in July 2016 
to work with the Public Archaeology 
Program. In that time, they have spent 
many hours helping with the lab work, 
diligently cleaning and processing some 
of the thousands of artifacts that have 
been recovered during the excavations. 
This work is vital to understanding what 
items have been found by identifying 
features like patterns and maker’s marks, 
assigning dates of manufacture or use, 
and ultimately painting a better picture of 
what life was like around the Mill and its 
community. 

During the International Archaeology Day 
in October, Ken and Penny stepped up and 

started helping to organize the large 
number of volunteers who unexpectedly 
turn out. 

They have also assisted with collections 
care during our Wednesday Workdays, 
dusting and cleaning the rooms and many 
items on display in the Miller’s House. 
They joined the large number of volunteers 
who made the Rock the Mill 

Music Festival possible. Ken and Penny  –
thanks for all you do!

If you are interested in joining our Public 
Archaeology Program, Wednesday 
Workdays, or any of our special events, 
please contact Jessica at jshahan@
newlingristmill.org or 610-459-2359.

Ken Taylor and Penny Williams working in the Miller’s House.

New Development Manager Brenda Orso 
joins NGM team.
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Volunteers

Wednesday Volunteer Workdays

Get Involved!
We are always looking for new 
volunteers. Like talking to 
people? Working with historic 
objects? Being outside? 
Working on computers? 
Learning about history and 
the environment? We have 
a wide variety of volunteer 
projects for people of all ages, 
interests, and commitment 
levels. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact 
Jessica Shahan at jshahan@
newlingristmill.org or call 
610-459-2359.

Volunteers from Johnson & Johnson cleaning blacksmithing bellows.

Laura Adie training volunteers during Spring Cleaning in the Miller’s House.

Since November of last year, NGM has 
been offering new volunteer opportunities. 
The Wednesday Workday volunteers meet 
every other Wednesdays from 10am to 
12pm to work on a variety of projects 
around the park and historic buildings. 
Volunteers able to sign up for one day or 
all of them, depending on the projects that 
are occurring and their own availability. 
Community organizations and service 
groups from local businesses have also 
participated in Wednesday Workdays.

The program started as a way to build a 
sense of community among our diverse, 
talented volunteers, who often work 
on a wide array of projects on different 
schedules. With regularly scheduled 
workdays, volunteers can continue to 
work on projects that appeal to their 
interests, but also get the chance to meet 
other volunteers. The schedule of diverse 
projects also provides our volunteers 
learn about activities other than their 
regular focus. The workdays also allow 
us to regularly accomplish more tasks that 
require group effort.

In the fall, we cleaned artifacts from the 
McKinley Blacksmith Shop Collection, 

removed invasive plants from the Forest 
Restoration Area, and completed seasonal 
cleaning in the Grist Mill. Once it got 
colder, we switched to indoor projects, 
like document processing in the Archive, 
working with artifact collections, cleaning 
in the Miller’s House exhibit, and preparing 
the grindstones for cornmeal grinding. As 
it warms up, we will be working on more 
outdoor and springtime projects.

Want to get involved in Wednesday 
Workdays?  Contact Jessica at jshahan@
newlingristmill.org to be added to the 
volunteer list. Wednesday Workday 
project announcements are sent out before 
each Wednesday. 
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Upcoming Programs

Sip Behind the Scenes
Last year, Newlin Grist Mill partnered 
with local breweries to host Happy Hours. 
They were a great success, drawing in 
over a hundred visitors—many who were 
new to the site! 

In 2017, we are expanding the idea into 
the Sip Behind the Scenes program series. 
Each “Sip” will explore a different theme, 
allowing our guests to get a closer look at 
some of the unique aspects of NGM while 
they chat and enjoy samples of locally-
made beverages.

Sip Behind the Scenes takes place on 
selected Thursdays from 6 to 7:30pm:

April 13th—“Punches & Pizzas”
May 11th—“Sea Shanty Singalong”
June 8th—“Archaeology”
September 14th—“Blacksmithing”
October 12th—“Lighting & Libations”

This series is free, and no reservations 
are required. You must be 21 or older to 
attend. 
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Join the Invasive Plant SWAT Team

If you have taken a walk down one of 
our trails, chances are you have walked 
by an invasive species of plant. These 
are plants that originated somewhere else 
in the world but have managed to make 
their way to our region where they have 
taken root. Once they arrive, these plants 
spread mostly unchecked through our 
native habitats, bringing with them a host 
of problems for the plants and animals that 
were already here.

While some non-native species can 
integrate into a new location without 
causing ecological problems, invasive 
species create significant disruptions. 
The plants grow quickly, crowding out 
the native species that cannot compete. 
Japanese Honeysuckle and Mile-a-Minute 
Vines, for example, grow extremely 
quickly and can completely smother entire 
sections of forest, including wildflowers 
like Bluebells and Trout Lilies. Other 
invasive plants grow fruits, nuts, or seeds 
that are not as nutritionally complete as 
those provided by our native species. 
When wildlife eat them instead of native 

foods, they don’t receive all of the 
nutrients that they need. Many invasive 
plants also have thorns that make them 
unpleasant to encounter on trails or during 
environmental education programs.

Invasive plants get introduced in a variety 
of ways. Some species were accidentally 
introduced via seeds in ballast water or 
packing and shipping materials from other 
countries. Other plants were purposefully 
imported because someone thought they 
had value for agriculture or horticulture. 
Once the plants were established, seeds 
spread via wind, water, animals, and 
people to new locations.

In the park, we work hard to remove 
invasive plants from biologically 
important areas, including the Frog Pond, 
Wetlands, Beech Forest, areas with high 
wildflower diversity, and our Outdoor 
Classrooms. Removal occurs year-round, 
so that we can continue to provide a refuge 
for plants, animals, and the people who 
enjoy them.

What is an Invasive?

Do you like working outside with your 
hands?  Are you a dedicated eco-warrior 
with a few hours a month to spare?  Then 
our Invasive Plant SWAT Team might be 
the perfect fit for you!  This dedicated 
group of volunteers work hard to combat 
the invasive species that threaten our 
beautiful forests, fields, trails, and outdoor 
classrooms in the park. 

SWAT Team volunteers typically adopt 
a section of the park or a specific section 
of trail which they work to keep clear of 
targeted invasive species. They work in 
both groups and as individuals depending 
on the volunteer’s availability. NGM 
provides training for all volunteers on 
invasive identification and supplies the 
tools required to accomplish the tasks. 

There are several invasive species that 

we are focusing on right now, including 
Multiflora Rose, Mile-a-Minute Vine, 
Japanese Honeysuckle, Japanese 
Barberry, and Bush Honeysuckle.  These 
particularly aggressive species grow 
quickly, threaten our native wildlife 
and habitats, and introduce thorns into 
our trails, picnic areas, and field trip 
destinations.  You may have observed 
the impact these volunteers have made in 
the outdoor classrooms, forest restoration 
areas, Christmas Tree Farm, and along the 
railroad bed. Members of the SWAT Team 
have been successful removing invasive 
species in these specific areas of the park 
but they can use additional help.

If you want to join the dedicated volunteers 
of the Invasive Plant SWAT Team, contact 
Jessica at jshahan@newlingristmill.org.  
We would love to have you join us!

Environmental

Bush Honeysuckle

Japanese Barberry

Japanese Honeysuckle

Mile-a-Minute

Multiflora Rose
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The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a small, 
bright green beetle introduced to North 
America from Asia in 2002. It has been 
spreading eastward from Michigan since 
that time, with devastating effects on Ash 
trees along the way. As discussed in our 
last newsletter, the NGM staff have been 
planning for the arrival of this invasive 
pest and doing what we can to mitigate its 
effects on the park’s forests and wildlife.

Unfortunately, we now know that EAB is 
here and is already impacting our Green 
and White Ash trees. While constructing 
the new wheelchair ramp to the Frog 
Pond this past spring, we discovered a 
distinctive, D-shaped exit hole where 
an adult EAB emerged from under the 
bark following metamorphosis. This is a 
sign that there are already adult beetles 
reproducing in the park. We are also 
seeing signs of upper branch die-back 
on Ash trees in the corridor between the 
Dam and Visitor Center, indicating that 
larvae may be feeding under the bark and 
inhibiting nutrient transportation.

The good news is that NGM has been 
working hard to implement our Emerald 
Ash Borer Response Plan, and we are 
ready to face the threat with a combination 
of preventative treatment of selected trees 
and replacement of infected Ash trees 
with other species. Thanks to donations by 
the companies Arborchem and Arborjet, 
we have been able to treat twelve trees 
with a systemic pesticide that makes 
them inedible to EAB larvae. These trees 
are marked with tags to help the public 
identify them as they hike the trails.

We have also started adding new plantings 
to our forests, to fill in the gaps that will 
result as Ash trees die and are removed. 
Red Oaks, Red Maples, Tulip Poplars, 
Kentucky Coffee Trees, Persimmons, 
and Eastern Dogwoods are currently 
being grown from local seed sources to 
further reforestation efforts. Select ash 
tree removals have also occurred where 

Emerald Ash Borer: It’s Here Now, 
So What Are We Doing About It?

Above – Emerald Ash Borer with 
characteristic D-shaped hole.

Below – Ash Tree being treated 
against the invasive pest.

Adopt a Tree

dying trees threatened historic buildings 
and trails.

So how can you help?  Join our volunteer 
crew in the Forest Restoration Area as we 
remove invasive species and clear debris 
to make room to plant new trees. We 
are also accepting donations to continue 
treating our twelve Ash trees (treatments 
must be completed every three years) 
and expand to new trees, or to purchase 
additional trees for planting. Every step 
helps our forests stay strong against EAB 
in the years to come!

You can have a direct impact on the future 
health and habitat of NGM’s 160-acre 
park by adopting a tree! The Emerald 
Ash Borer (EAB) is attacking and slowly 
killing our many Ash trees, and we need 
your help! Both treating threatened trees 
and planting native tree species to replace 
the Ash trees that must be removed are 
critical needs. 

Trees planted will include species such 
as Oak, Hickory, Sweet Gum, and Black 
Cherry. A more diverse forest system will 
increase the wildlife value and also lessen 
the impact of future insect or disease 
threats. By adopting a tree, you will help 
to create a healthy, multi-aged forest that 
will be rich in bio-diversity and wildlife 
habitat that will be enjoyed through the 
generations. Each tree will be identified 
with a small tag that will include your 
name, the name of a family member or 
someone you would like to honor. 

For more information, please call 
610-459-2359 or email Brenda Orso at 
borso@newlingristmill.org.

Save the Forest!
• $100: Adopt One Tree for Planting
• $250: Adopt an Ash Tree for 

Treatment
• $500: Adopt a Grove (Five Trees) for 

Planting 
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Around the Mill

Rich Aldorasi will be making paper at 
August History at Work.

Blacksmithing Classes
The blacksmithing program at NGM 
continues to be very popular. In 2016, 
six classes were held, serving two dozen 
eager students.

In 2017, we are again offering introductory 
classes for beginners and intermediate/
advanced classes for those with some 
experience. The instructor for both classes 
will be Jim Neubauer. 

Blacksmithing I
Participants will learn skills like drawing, 
twisting, and upsetting metal while making 
hooks, nails, scrollwork, and a spoon 
over the course of four separate sessions. 
Suitable for beginners with no experience. 
The class consists of four 3-hour sessions, 
taking place on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 
9:30pm. 

Mar 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd — SOLD OUT
Apr 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th — SOLD OUT
Sept 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th — SOLD OUT 
Oct 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th 

Blacksmithing II
Participants will learn more advanced 
techniques and should have completed 
Blacksmithing I or have some basic 
blacksmithing knowledge and skills. 
The class consists of either four 3-hour 
sessions or two 6-hour sessions. 
  
Jun 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 
      (Wednesdays, 6:30-9:30pm)
Jul 8th, 15th (Saturdays, 10am-4:30pm)

Cost per class: $240 per person. To register, 
please call 610-459-2359 or email 
info@newlingristmill.org.

History at Work
While we typically focus on milling 
at NGM, many skills and trades were 
necessary to making vital products in the 
18th century. Join us each month from 
April through October as we explore 
some of these with our History at Work 
demonstrations. These will take place on 
selected Saturdays from 10am to 3pm.

April 29th—“Dairying”
See how milk would be turned into 
cheese and help us churn fresh butter 
from cream.

May 20th—“Potash & Soap Making”
Learn how potash and a related product, 
lye soap, were made in the 18th century.

June 24th—“Woodturning”
Rick Shuman of For Woodness Sake 
demonstrates woodturning on a 
traditional pole lathe.

July 29th— “Coopering”
Master cooper Marshall Sheetz of 
Jamestown Cooperage will show how 
barrels, casks, and other staved wooden 
containers were made.
August 12th—“Papermaking”

See 18th-century papermaking techniques
demonstrated by Richard Aldorasi.

September 30th—“Baking Ship-Bread”
Newlin staff will use the site’s bake oven 
to make “ship-bread,” a product that was 
exported from Pennsylvania in the 18th 
century.

October 28th— “Candlemaking”
See how candles are dipped by hand and 
learn about lighting in the colonial period.

The History-at-Work demonstrations are 
free and open to all ages. No advance 
reservations are required.

Springhouse Storytime Returns
In 2016, we hosted nearly 150 children and 
their families at our Springhouse Storytime 
programs. The popular series is back in 
2017 for another year of stories, songs, 
games, and crafts for kids ages 3 to 5 years 
old! Interactive stories get preschoolers 
moving, exploring, and creating in NGM’s 
beautiful springhouse and woodland 
settings. Weather permitting, we also take 
a hayride to and from the springhouse for 
added fun—and rest for tired little legs!
 
Springhouse Storytime takes place April 
through October on the third Thursday of 
the month, from 10 to 11am. The themes 
we will be exploring in 2017 are:

April 20th—“Critter Counting” 
May 18th—“Sharing”
June 15th—“Colors”
July 20th—“Friendship”
August 17th—“Days of the Week”
September 21st—“Seasons”
October 19th—“Sheep”
 
Pre-registration is required for the 
Springhouse Storytime programs. The 
cost for each is $5 per child for members 
and $7 for non-members. To sign up, 
please email info@newlingristmill.org 
or call 610-459-2359
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Around the Mill

On August 12th from 10am to 3pm, 
Newlin Grist Mill, Concord Township 
Historical Society, and Ivy Mills are 
partnering to host a free “Mill Day.” The 
event will focus on paper mill sites in 
Concord Township. The event celebrates 
the research and restoration work in the 
Trimble House and is part of CTHS’s 50th 
Anniversary celebrations. 

The Polecat Road House at 194 Polecat 
Road will be open to the public throughout 
the day and will feature a display on 
the history of the building and artifacts 
recovered from the site. 

Dating to the first half of the 18th century, 
it originally served as housing for the 
families of workers at the Trimble Paper 
Mill. The Willcox Homestead at 109 Ivy 
Mills Road, associated with the well-
known Ivy Paper Mills (now a ruin), will 
also be open to visitors that day. 

At NGM, Richard Aldorasi will be 
demonstrating historic papermaking 
techniques for our “History at Work” 
series. We will also have artifacts from 
archaeological excavations at the Trimble 
House on display. Join us as we celebrate 
the rich milling history of Concord 
Township!

Mill Day April 22 is Earth Day!

Every year, the community gathers on 
Earth Day to celebrate the environment, 
work to improve and support the park’s 
habitats, and increase the overall number 
of species that live there. 2017 will be the 
park’s sixth year celebrating Earth Day, 
and we have a full morning of activities 
planned. 

Individuals and groups from throughout 
the community have signed up, including 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and local 
businesses. We will be working on multiple 
projects, including invasive plant removal, 

tree planting along the trails, wetland plant 
installation in the Frog Pond Outdoor 
Classroom, litter cleanup, wildflower 
planting in the Native Pollinator Garden 
in front of the Visitor Center, and work in 
the Forest Restoration Area uphill from 
the mill dam. All of these projects serve to 
provide food and shelter for birds, native 
pollinators, frogs, and other wildlife; 
improve our ability to provide educational 
programming; and make the park a more 
beautiful place to go for a walk or picnic. 

Tales on Trails
In a previous issue of this newsletter, we 
told you about the upcoming launch of our 
Tales-on-Trails program, which combines 
reading with outdoor exploration. After 
experiencing some delays, the program 
will be ready to debut at National Trails 
Day on June 3rd. 

In this self-guided program, families 
with young children will be able to read 
together as they walk along the trail, 
promoting early childhood literacy while 
also getting kids moving outdoors! 
Sixteen signs will be installed along the 
trail following the millrace. Each sign is 

designed to hold large-format pages from 
a rotating selection of nature-themed 
children’s books. 

The signs were built for us by the 
skilled woodworkers from Maris Grove 
Retirement Community. NGM volunteers 
primed and painted them, while students 
from Friends’ Central School in 
Wynnewood, PA decorated each sign with 
a colorful, nature-themed design.

I Went Walking by Sue Williams is the first 
book scheduled for the program, and In the 
Small, Small Pond by Denise Fleming will 

be next. We are also seeking sponsorships 
of the signs to support the program in the 
future—contact Development Manager 
Brenda Orso at borso@newlingristmill.
org or 610-459-2359 for details!
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Research and Interpretation

Piecing Together a Story of Loss

For the past three years, we have reported 
on the progress of the restoration and 
rehabilitation of the Trimble House. 
The house was the residence of multiple 
generations of the Trimble family, who 
operated mills along Chester Creek before 
purchasing the Newlin Grist Mill in 1817. 

The project consists of three phases of 
work designed to protect the structure 
and incorporate the house into regular 
operations by creating a working kitchen 
and pantry exhibit, establishing storage for 
collections, and creating a meeting space. 
The work included updating electric and 
plumbing, reconstructing one hearth 
and chimney and repairing two others, 
fixing roof and basement leaks, replacing 
damaged windows and doors, repairing 
plaster and painting, and completing much 
needed masonry repairs.

Phase I of the Trimble House Restoration 
Project was completed in 2016 thanks 
to a Community Development Block 
Grant from Delaware County. Phase II 

is scheduled to be completed in 2017 
thanks to a Keystone Preservation Grant 
from the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission. We are grateful for 
the generous support that has made this 
project possible. Additional funds came 
from NGM’s Building Maintenance Fund. 

Phase III will be the restoration and 
furnishing of the 18th-century kitchen 
and pantry, which will be completed as 
funding is available.

Grant Assists with Trimble House Restoration

One of the tasks of museums is to connect 
objects with stories of the past. In one case, 
the connection led to a story of tragic loss.

A few years ago, we included an article 
about a recently acquired postcard. It was a 
color postcard found in most antique shops 
but the message caught our attention. “It 

is Sams house in back Little John 
was killed Between Mill & station 
Will show you just where when I 
see you.”  The writer was familiar 
with Samuel Newlin Hill, who 
lost his son in a railroad accident 
but no other clues existed to the 
sender’s identity. The writer may 
have been Sam’s wife.

Shortly afterward, we were 
contacted by a Hill descendant 
who shared the adjacent poem 
reflecting the great loss John’s 
mother felt at his death. This is 
very different than the matter-of-

fact manner describing his death in the 
postcard.

Thanks to Debbie Najera and everyone 
else who have shared the pieces that are                                                                                                          
helping us assemble the puzzle of NGM’s 
past. 

Postcard that led to discovery of John Hill’s death.

In loving remembrance of my dear 
son John who was called home 

Jan. 1, 1909.

It is towards the silent churchyard
Not so far away

That my aching heart oft wanders
At the dawn and close of day.

How it fills my heart with sadness,
As I gaze upon the sod,

Where the loving hands laid him,
Though I know he’s safe with God.

 Oh, I miss him, sadly miss him,
 As the days are passing by
 And of him I often ponder,

 Till the tear drop dims my eye.

Best I’m glad he’s safe with Jesus,
Free from sorrow, pain, or care,
And when’er I reach the portal

I will find him waiting there.

His loving mother
10 | Newlin Grist Mill



Conservation and Education

Newlin Grist Mill has teamed up with 
Wild Birds Unlimited of Concordville to 
offer monthly bird walks in the park. Led 
by staff naturalist Jessica Shahan, these 
walks are a great way to learn about the 
birds of southeastern Pennsylvania while 
exploring the park’s diverse trails. Since 
the walks began this winter, birders have 
been able to watch migrating Snow Geese, 
revel in a soaring Bald Eagle, and enjoy 
the antics of a family of nest-building 
White-breasted Nuthatches, among other 
engaging and beautiful species. Our free 
bird walks take place on the last Saturday 
morning of each month and meet at the 
Visitor Center. Families and beginning 
birders are welcome! 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
Partnership Offers 
Free Bird Walks

Bee Grant
This spring, the Native Pollinator Garden 
is getting some new residents - mason 
and leaf-cutter bees!  The Honeybee 
Conservancy donated the bees and new bee 
house as a way to promote native pollinators 
and encourage bee conservation. Unlike 
the more well-known honeybees, our new 
bees are solitary and do not form hives. 
Instead, individual queens fulfill all of the 
functions that honeybees normally divide 
amongst themselves. Each queen gathers 
pollen and nectar, lays eggs, and protects 
them by sealing the nesting cavities to 
keep predators out. Once installed, the bee 
house provides many nesting cavities for 
queens to use, increasing the number of 
bees our garden can support.

Both the mason and leaf-cutter bees will 
be nesting in cardboard tubes inside the 
bee house, which can be removed and 

replaced with fresh tubes each season. 
The mason bees prefer to harvest pollen 
and nectar from fruit trees, so they will 
be invaluable for Newlin’s apple orchard. 
They seal the end of their nesting tubes 
with fine clay and mud. The leaf-cutter 
bees pollinate a wide variety of flowers 
and seal their nesting tubes with small 
pieces of leaf harvested from nearby. 

Tadpoles to have new 
home in NGM Frog Pond.

Once our bees have settled in, they will 
be used to educate the public about the 
importance of native pollinators and 
pollinator conservation. Both species have 
a reputation for being very friendly, even 
pet-able, and so we have high hopes for 
their ability to be pollinator “ambassadors” 
to our visitors, school field trip attendees, 
and summer campers.

Leaf Cutter Bee

Here at the Mill we love frogs and can’t 
wait to share that passion with the next 
generation!  This spring, we are partnering 
with the Philadelphia Zoo to present 
Animals in the Classroom for second 
graders at Concord Elementary School. 
The students will be raising tadpoles 
rescued from pool covers and other 
locations, then releasing the adult frogs at 
the Frog Pond in the park. Along the way, 
they will be exploring topics in biology 
and frog conservation, learning how to 
make observations, and using empathy. 
The released frogs will bolster our existing 
frog populations and improve their health 
for the future.

Philadelphia Zoo 
Partners to Help 
Frogs!

Mason Bee

A Naturalist led Birdwalk in the NGM park.
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Lenses On Newlin Annual Community Art Show

On October 1, 2016, visitors to Newlin 
Grist Mill experienced the site’s annual 
Fall Harvest Festival. This event gives 
visitors a glimpse of life in an early 
Pennsylvania community through 
demonstrations, performances, and hands-
on activities. 

Despite dreary weather, the Festival had 
over 700 attendees and featured nearly two 
dozen different demonstrations of historic 
skills and trades, including blacksmithing, 
cider pressing, beer brewing, spinning and 
weaving, paper marbling, woodworking, 
Native American skills, archaeological 
excavations, and much more. 

Soggy ground conditions precluded 
hayrides (usually a crowd favorite), but 
there were plenty of other fun activities to 
fill up the day. Visitors were able to learn 
English country dances from the Heritage 

Dancers and listen to the sounds of the 
Colonial Revelers choir. Younger visitors 
especially enjoyed a new addition to the 
event—performances by Tuckers’ Tales 
Puppet Theatre—as well as the perennial 
favorites of pumpkin painting, face 
painting, and playing colonial games. 

The event also had opportunities for 
shopping in the Colonial Market, 
where vendors offered a wide variety 
of handmade wares. The Concordville-
Chadds Ford Rotary Club’s food truck 
was on hand to feed the hungry crowds, 
and adult guests sampled beer from Twin 
Lakes Brewing at the Colonial Tavern. 

This year’s Festival will take place on 
Saturday, October 7th. With free admission 
for all ages and a minimal parking fee of 
$5 per car, the event is an ideal outing for 
the whole family!

Fall Harvest Festival

Each year, artists, musicians, and poets are 
asked to share their works inspired by one 
of the many facets of the Mill and Park. 
The 2016 winners were:
 
Professional Category & Professional 
Category People’s Choice:
Toland Hillside of Newlin Grist Mill by 
Sara Simboli (upper right)

Amateur Category:
Fall at the Forge by Adam Tarsia 
(bottom left)

Staff Choice & Amateur Category 
People’s Choice:
Tree Tunnel by Adam Tarsia (bottom right

Instagram Category:
Carol Arscott (middle left)

This year’s show will run from November 
18th through December 31st, 2017. Stay 
tuned for guidelines on submitting your 
artwork for the 2017 show!
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For the past few seasons, we have 
been investigating Grist Mill’s tailrace. 
Consisting of a 210-foot-long tunnel with 
five different sections of construction, the 
tailrace is a mystery. Up to this point, no 
documentation has been found concerning 
when the tailrace was constructed, but 
structural evidence suggests that it was 
originally an open canal with the individual 
sections being covered at separate times. 
However, no evidence has been found 
concerning when this was done.

Excavations have led to several 
discoveries. Between four and five feet of 
fill was placed over the tailrace to level the 
ground. The brick masonry of the tunnel’s 
ceiling was covered with a stone cap. The 
original grade on the northern side of the 
tailrace appears to have sloped sharply 
toward the tailrace, which may have been 
one reason for covering the open canal. 
Ceramics found in the builders’ trench on 
the last day of the 2016 season confirmed 
that the race was constructed in the early 
18th century, but artifacts from the fill 
provided no definitive evidence of when 
it was covered.

In 2017, excavations will extend the 
trench to the north to better understand the 
original grade and investigate the south 

Buried Tailrace Revealed
side looking for more information from 
the builder’s trench and a midden. If you 
would like to help, join us for one of the 
Public Archaeology Days. 

2017 Schedule
10am to 3pm

Restoration work required removal of the 
brick floor in the Trimble House kitchen. 
With the floor removed, we decided to look 
for remains of the 18th century kitchen 
and pantry. The results were interesting.

Two hearth stones set in mortar confirmed 
the hearth was at one time made of stone 
and set lower than the current floor. The 
floor height was raised to cover a 20th 
century brick drain, probably installed 
when the kitchen was used for commercial 
butchering to supply a smoked meats 
business operated by residents in the 
Trimble House.

Testing also revealed traces of a mortared 
floor and attempts to level bedrock. A 
ledge of bedrock protruded above the 
floor level and three peaks showed signs 
of alteration. Two were cracked by fire and 
the third showed tool marks.

In the pantry, the bedrock was too large 
to remove so it was left sticking above 
the floor. Excavations revealed small 
pockets of mortar and artifacts. Artifacts 
represented typical kitchen refuse in the 
form of redware fragments, beef bone, 
and a peach pit. Work will continue in the 
pantry.

Beneath the Trimble House Floor

Archaeology Uncovering the Past

May 20th
Public Archaeology Day

June 17th
Public Archaeology Day

July 15th
Public Archaeology Day
 
Sept 16  
Archaeology Festival

Oct 21 
International Archaeology Day
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Your Help Makes a Difference

NGM is a private non-profit organization, 
dedicated to preserving the land and 
historic buildings for the pleasure and 
education of our community members and 
visitors. The 160-acre nature preserve is a 
haven for many native plants and animals 
and is a place of beauty and refuge for the 
many visitors who use the nature trails, 
picnic areas, and fishing ponds. The Mill 
is one of the oldest working grist mills in 
the United States, and provides a chance 
for visitors to step back into time. 

You make all of this possible! Your 
donations go directly to preserving the 
natural resources and historical buildings 
of the park  through the removal of 
invasive species and restoration projects 
such as the Trimble House kitchen and 
Wetland habitat. Your support will help 
stop the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer, 
protecting not only the trees in the park, 
but in the surrounding neighborhoods 
as well. Your partnership will keep the 
1704 Grist Mill operating and ensure 
historically-accurate programming that 
will connect visitors with the rich history 
of our collective past. Your donations 
will provide hands-on educational 
programming to school children as they 
experience the working water wheel and 
dip their nets in the Frog Pond. 

Please consider contributing to the 
preservation of the Newlin Grist Mill 
and Park:

Peter Sellers Memorial Fund: Help 
us maintain the milling machinery and 
the water wheel. The water wheel needs 
to be replaced approximately every 20 
years, and our wheel is past due! Please 
consider donating to this fund to keep the 
water wheel turning.

Memorial Fund: 
Honor a loved one with a new bench, 
picnic table, or tree for visitors to enjoy 
in the park.
 
Woodfin Internship Fund: 
You can help a student gain valuable 
knowledge and training in the areas of 
history, education, environmental studies, 
or museum studies.

Restoration Fund: 
Your donation to the restoration fund will 
help develop new exhibits and restoration 
projects, such as the Trimble House 
kitchen and pantry. 

Forest Restoration Fund: 
Leave a legacy by preserving the forests 
and habitats through our Emerald Ash 
Borer management program, new tree 
plantings, and invasive species removal.

Collections Fund: 
Your gift will help with the acquisition and 
care of the historic artifacts and objects 
used in the museum exhibits.

Annual Fund: 
Make an impact in the areas that are the 
most needed! Your donations will help 
keep the trails maintained, the buildings 
preserved, and the programs growing!

Please consider a donation of $25, $50, 
$100, or even $1,000 to help preserve the 
past and protect the future. Your Support 
Makes a Difference! To make a donation, 
please contact Brenda Orso at 610-459-
2359 or borso@newlingristmill.org. 
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2016 Newlin Grist Mill Supporters

$1,000 and Above
Dan & Eliza Carney
William & Louisa Newlin
Tim & Frances Sellers

$500 - $999
Jane & Abass Alavi
Tim & Meredyth Barnard
Barnard, Mezzanotte, Pinnie 
     & Seelaus, LLP
James Newlin

$100 - $499
Auld String Theory
Bryn Mawr Trust
Benjamin & Michelle Bustard
Colonial Revelers
Mike & Tracey Connolly
Destination Delco
Walter Foulk
Mark & Theresa Fox
Richard & Megan Frunzi
David & Maryanne Gilliard
Richard & Susan Hill
Angelo Hionis
John & Doris Kemper
Main Line Health Fitness 
     & Wellness Center
John Marquess & Linda Corson
Bill & Maureen Newlin
Mary Alice Peeling
Ressler Mill Foundation
Servpro of Southern 
     Delaware County
Tri-County Pest Control
Sherri Wark of 
     Tastefully Simple
Minturn Wright
WSFS Bank
Roy & Lynae Young

$1 - $99
Joyce Lynn Bunton
Karen Carson
Mary Corbett
Joe & Rita Corsello
John Davis
Harold & Virginia DeNenno
Dr. Clarissa F. Dillon
Al & Marilyn Eelman
Girl Scout Troop 5419
Rita Grandfield
Sydney & Grayce Hess

Bill Hoelzer
Bernard & Kathy Kida
Edward & Melissa Koch
Marcus Hook 
     Preservation Society
Frank & Lee McKelvey
Earl & Sylvia Seppala
Joseph Spico
Robert Yearick
 
2016 Program & Event 
Partners
Jane & Abass Alavi
Auld String Theory
Barnard, Mezzanotte, Pinnie 
     & Seelaus, LLP
Bryn Mawr Trust
Colonial Revelers
Destination Delco 
Giant Food Store
Rita Grandfield
Home Depot
iRadio Philly
Keystone Fire 
     Protection Company
Levante Brewing Company
Main Line Health Fitness 
     & Wellness Center
PennDOT
Servpro of Southern 
     Delaware County
Tastefully Simple
The Country Press
Tri-County Pest Control
Twin Lakes Brewery
Victory Brewing Company
WSFS Bank
Yards Brewing Company
 
2016 Grants
Community Development 
Block Grant Delaware County 
Housing & Community 
     Development
Honeybee Conservancy
Pennsylvania Historical & 
     Museum Commission
Keystone Preservation
The Hardy Plant Society
 
2016 In-Kind Gifts
Arborchem
Arborjet

Glen Artman
Al & Marilyn Eelman
Ernst Conservation Seeds
Conservation Resources        
International, LL 
KB & Bodge Inglee
Lewis Electric
Tom & Julia Maslanka
Andrea Miller
Richard Paul 
Art Reist
Roscom Inc.
Bill & Linda Russell
Bruce & Gloria Snyder
 
2016 Members
Sponsor 
Jane & Abass Alavi
Lucy Bell & Johannes 
     Jarka-Sellers
Peter & Lucy Bell Sellers
Tim & Francis Sellers
Mike & Marianne Squyres

Contributor 
Dan & Eliza Carney
Jeff & Lisa Klinger
Randall & Linda Miller
Dick Morelli & Pam Stephani
John & Susan Rapp
Susan Simpson

Family 
Lori Altomari
Christine Blescia
Amie Bowman
Martin & Susan Bruegel
Joe & Theresa Burch
Brian Byrnes & Catherine Tarr 
Jeffrey & Susan Cody 
Thomas & Monica Crane
Bill DeMarco
Luren Dickinson & 
     Margaret Schulter
Herbert & Karen Grant
Sarah Gaeta
Steve & Lori Gerber
Patrick & Eileen Harshbarger
Richard & Susan Hill
Eric & Linda Hoffman
John & Judy Hucke
Matt & Anne Iamartino 
Rick & Liz Koshgerian 

Nicole Krom
Tom & Jen Luft
Darrin & Nicole MacMillan
Stephen & Maria McCaughan
William & Mary McDevitt
Rahul & Shital Mehta
Douglas & Debbie Moore
Jacob & Melissa Mullins
Patrick & Amy Murphy
Jason & Heather Newlin
Gabrielle Owens
Anthony & Jennifer Petretta
Tony & Carol Shahan
Amy Tarr
Mark & Cheryl Trozzi

Individual 
Wendy Buckland
Lori Campitelli
William Cavanagh
Rosemarie DeMaio
Joe Dragon
Debbie Free
Christy Garrett
Norma Shahan

Senior 
Rosemary Battafarano
Sharon Castle
Ginny & Harold DeNenno
Dr. Clarissa F. Dillon
KB Inglee
Ronald Jennings
Sandra Morris
W. Roberts Richmond
George Sheneman
Silva Small
Thomas Woodward

Student 
Benjamin Slifer
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Newlin Grist Mill
219 S. Cheyney Rd.
Glen Mills, PA 19342
Ph: 610-459-2359
info@newlingristmill.org          

Visitor Center Hours:
March-November
9am-4pm

December-February
10am-3pm

Park Hours:
9am-Dusk

Tours:                             
Monday-Friday:
11am & 2pm

Saturday and Sunday
10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm

www.newlingristmill.org

VISIT US!

Address Service Requested NonProfit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
West Chester, PA

Permit #503
Newlin Grist Mill
219 South Cheyney Road, Glen Mills PA 19342
610-459-2359 | www.newlingristmill.org
       Like us on Facebook

Nicholas Newlin Foundation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May
11th Sip Behind the Scenes: “Sea Shanty Singalong”
18th Springhouse Storytime: “Sharing”
20th Public Archaeology Day; 
 History at Work: “Potash & Soap Making”
27th Bird Walk; Pop-Up Naturalist: “Fabulous Forests”
      
June
3rd National Trails Day
8th Sip Behind the Scenes: “Archaeology”
10th The Newlin Series: “Cider: Pennsylvania’s Once
 (and Future?) Favorite”
15th Springhouse Storytime: “Colors”
17th Public Archaeology Day
24th Bird Walk; History at Work: “Woodturning”; 
 Pop-Up Naturalist: “Pond Life”; Grains of the 
 World Dinner

Funding for the Newlin Grist Mill is supported by a grant 
from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 
a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

April
20th Springhouse Storytime: “Critter Counting”
22nd Earth Day
29th Bird Walk; History at Work: “Dairying”; Pop-Up 
 Naturalist: “Animal Tracks”; “Brewing Demo
30th English Brewing Traditions

July
15th Public Archaeology Day
20th Springhouse Storytime: “Friendship”
22nd The Newlin Series: “John Bartram: 
 Colonial Naturalist” 
29th Bird Walk; History at Work: “Coopering”; 
 Pop-Up Naturalist: “Reptiles & Amphibians” 

August
12th History at Work: “Papermaking”
17th Springhouse Storytime: “Days of the Week”
26th Bird Walk; Pop-Up Naturalist: 
 “Water, Water, Everywhere”

Paper marbling demonstration from Fall Harvest Festival.


