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Habitat Diversity Is Critical
Our mission focuses on environmental
conservation, not just open space
preservation.
Park
management
strategy revolves around creating and
maintaining diverse ecosystems and
requires constant effort to protect the
natural resources from outside threats.
Species and structural diversity is the
key to a resilient habitat and healthy
park, and as such is central to Newlin
Grist Mill’s management practices.
Our strategy is based on four primary
activities – biological inventories that
identify existing plant and animal
species, invasive plant removal, habitat
restoration, and public involvement
and education. Identification of current
natural resources is the first step
to understanding what needs to be
managed. Inventories of park resources
began with Dr. Ruth Patrick’s diatom
studies of Concord and Chester Creeks
in the 1990s. Systematic inventory
work began in 2009 with extensive
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Frogs benefit most from restoration of the vernal pools.

habitat mapping and plant inventories,
participation in annual Christmas Bird
Counts, and the compilation of faunal
observations from around the park.

Borer and Spotted Lanternfly. Threats
also come from human activities
that disperse new invasive species or
introduce pollutants.

Recent inventory activities have
included monthly bird walks, which
help us track populations throughout
the year. The Native Pollinator Garden
provides a focal site for insect surveys.
The internship program has also
contributed to our understanding of
the park’s wildlife. Gabrielle Long’s
2018 project involved conducting
comparative
surveys
of
insect
communities using native and nonnative shrubs. This year, Ben Staud
conducted surveys of the park’s fish
species.

Habitat restoration returns species to
the park that should be here, including
American Chestnuts and American
Elms. Whenever possible, we raise local
genotypes from sources on site that are
adapted to conditions in the park, or
purchase locally sourced plants from
Southeastern Pennsylvania genotypes.
Public involvement and education is

Invasive plant removal is conducted
annually during Earth Day and
in ongoing outdoor classroom
management projects. Different tactics
are being taken against more aggressive
insect invaders like Emerald Ash

Volunteers remove invasive plants from vernal
pools during Wednesday Workday.

Habitat Diversity (cont.)
visible in hundreds of volunteer hours,
ongoing environmental education
programs, and healthy funding sources.

species to create a new breeding
location for amphibians to use as the
frog pond becomes less desirable.

The ongoing vernal pool project
is a great example of this diversity
strategy at work. Inventories identified
significant habitat degradation resulting
from invasive plant overgrowth. The
situation became critical after siltation
from the US 322 construction project
started impacting the high quality frog
pond habitat nearby, reducing available
breeding habitat for amphibians.
Volunteers worked in the vernal pools
to remove thick mats of invasive
vegetation, deepened the pools, and
planted native wildflower and shrub

Funding for the project came from
private individuals, a Coins for a Cause
donation from Concord Elementary
students, a donation from Girl Scout
Troop 565 who also volunteered with
planting, and a grant from the Delaware
County Conservation District that was
matched by a grant from American
Safety Clothing.
This strategy will continue to guide
Newlin Grist Mill, thanks to grants
from the Marshal Reynolds Trust and
the Thompson family in honor of longtime trustee Henry Thompson.

Girl Scouts help to plant native species in the pool restoration.

Fall 2019 5K Run/Walk
There are many moving parts required
for a working mill, the most important
element being water! Without water,
there is no power to get the wheel
moving. You have probably seen or
been in the mill building, but did you
know that an essential part of the mill
is the ½ mile long canal (called a
raceway) that extends from the dam,
under Cheyney Road, into the mill,
and back out to the creek? This water
system dates back to the construction
of the mill in 1704 and includes dams,
gates, spillways, and other elements
designed to keep the water flowing at a
consistent rate over the wheel.
The Run for the Mill 5K Trail Run and
Walk has been a key event in helping
to raise much-needed funds to keep
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this historic water system in operating
condition. Since the event began in 2017,
over $13,000 has been raised through
event registrations, sponsorships, and
donations. These funds are helping to
rebuild the waterwheel and repair the
water system gates and spillways, all
of which will help keep this historic
mill operating the way it was originally
designed.
Thank you to all the runners, walkers,
and business sponsors who have
made this event possible for the past
three years, and for helping to keep
the wheel turning and the Newlin
Grist Mill running! To learn more,
or to see pictures of the event, go to
runsignup.com/Race/PA/GlenMills/
NewlinGristMill5k.
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Girl Scout Donation
This past spring, scouts from Brownie Troop 565 and Daisy Troop 53178 joined us for an ecologybased service project at the newly-restored vernal pool wetlands. Our vernal pools were recently
rehabilitated after they became choked with invasive plants and other debris. The girls pitched in to
help us add new plantings to the area and also donated $100, which will be used to purchase new
plants for the next growing season.
Multiple species of wildflowers, including Cardinal
Flower, White Turtlehead, Wrinkled-leaf Goldenrod, and
Obedient Plant were chosen to attract insects that adult
frogs and toads can feed on. Other plants, like New York
Fern, Sensitive Fern, and Riverbank Wild Rye were planted
to provide shelter for small, recently-metamorphosed
froglets that need to hide from larger predators.
While we still have additional work to do, the habitat has already become popular with
wildlife. Since the plantings were completed, we have observed a variety of species in the area, including Eastern American
Toads, Wood Frogs, Northern Water Snakes, and Blue Dasher dragonflies. We can’t wait to add even more plants in the future!
Left: Girl Scouts present donation check for habitat restoration. Right: A healthy Vernal Pool.

Students Raise Coins for a Cause

Students raised money to help frogs in their community.

and second graders from Concord
Elementary School visited to present a
$500 donation raised by the students to
celebrate Earth Day in support of frog
conservation in the park. They donated
part of their funds to a Panamanian
Golden Frog conservation project, and
the other part to the frogs living in their
neighborhood!

We love being able to share our
enthusiasm for frogs and conservation
with the next generation. In June, first

As part of their donation, the classes
joined Newlin for a morning of frogbased activities. Tommy toad, our

resident education toad, helped coach
the students in the differences between
frogs and toads. Meanwhile, volunteers
helped the students sort through a pond
life sample to meet tadpoles up close,
identify foods that frogs like to eat, and
understand what species live in the Frog
Pond classroom. Finally, the students
went for a walking tour of amphibian
habitats in the park, with stops at the
frog pond, permanent wetlands, and
vernal pools.

Have You Ever Built A Mill?
Coming in 2020, there will be a chance
for everyone to build a mill using Lego
blocks. We will be accepting entries for
a Lego Mill competition in April 2020.
Use your imagination and skill to design
and create your Lego Mill masterpiece
which can include wind and water mills,
milling machinery, or water wheels.
Entries will be included in a display in
the Visitor Center at Newlin Grist Mill.
In addition to the Lego Mill competition,
there will be a public building day
where you can help recreate a model
of the Newlin Grist Mill in LEGO
bricks. Join mill and Lego enthusiasts
in building an accurate miniature

version of this Delaware County icon.
Check the Newlin Grist Mill website
www.newlingristmill.org for more
information and registration.
Seeking Donations of Lego Bricks
Do you have Lego blocks not being
used? Would you like them to be used
for fun and education? We are accepting
donations of Lego Bricks to help with
the recreation of the Newlin Grist
Mill. Give your old Lego Bricks a new
life as a community building project.
Donations may be dropped off at the
Visitor Center between 9:00am and
4:00pm seven days per week.
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Volunteer Profile – The Steager Family
Frequently, summer is a quieter time for
volunteering in the park as people take
their summer vacations. This summer,
however, we’ve been fortunate to have
a number of volunteers dedicate their
time to the park and our programs.
These volunteers included Natalie,
Xavier, and Nigel Steager, who came
out several times a week to work on
clearing growth in trails and various
other projects. The Steager family had
been visiting the park for walks for a
few years before deciding to volunteer.
“In May, as the school year ended, I
started thinking about summer break.

I knew I wanted to put time outside and
volunteering on the agenda. Spending
summer mornings clearing trails, cleaning
artifacts, and trimming brush was a great
way to enjoy the outdoors together,”
Natalie writes. By tackling summer trail
maintenance, they created time for staff
members to work on larger, complex tasks
like waterwheel construction, invasive
Ailanthus tree removal, and building
maintenance. Thank you Natalie, Nigel,
and Xavier for a wonderful summer- we
look forward to seeing you again next
summer!

Xavier and Nigel spent the summer
working on trails.

CWA Environmental Intern
This past summer, University of
Delaware senior Ben Staud joined
us as the Chester Water Authority
Environmental Education Intern for
2019. Ben is working on a double major
in Wildlife Ecology & Conservation
and Agriculture & Natural Sciences.
He conducted the first formal fish
survey of Concord Creek within the
park’s boundaries. A seine was used to
catch larger fish, which were measured,
photographed, and released back into
the stream. “My favorite part of the
internship was being able to work in
the water, handling, measuring, and
releasing the fish,” Ben said. The

study identified 11 species, including
Ben’s favorite Largemouth Bass, a top
predator in the creek food web. With
this internship, he was able to plan,
execute, and analyze the results of
formal field work. These skills will be
put to good use as he moves forward
with graduate studies, and we wish him
the best of luck in his final year!

Archaeology Interns
In the NGM’s ongoing efforts to understand and record the historic landscape,
we welcomed two West Chester University students, Rachael Burgoyne and
Katie Dowling, as the 2019 Archaeological Interns. Rachael Burgoyne is a
Masters student in Geoscience and Earth Systems. Katie Dowling is working
for her double major of Anthropology and Geology. Katie has worked at
Jamestown Rediscovery and both worked with Dr. Heather Wholey of West
Chester University earlier this year during a survey of coastal prehistoric sites
along the Delaware Bay.
Their project was to document the headrace using GPS and a laser transit base
station. They first used GPS to chart the course of the headrace so that it could be
added to the computer map of the park that was created by last year’s intern. The
interns then started surveying the headrace every 20 feet where they measured
the several points across the millrace to understand how it was constructed.
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Year of Mills Generates Interest in Delco Mills
Newlin Grist Mill, Delaware County
Planning Department, and a number
of local historical societies and
preservation groups declared 2019
would be a Year of Mills. The number
and variety of activities offered
was impressive, but the interest and
engagement from the public has been
amazing. Hundreds of people turned
out to visit exhibits and displays, attend
industry themed festivals, participate
in walking and bus tours, and listen to
mill related music. The broad range of
activities appealed to a broad range of
interests.

Learning about ROVs during the Industrial
Heritage themed Archaeology Festival.

Mills have a special place in the human
psyche and conjure up nostalgic
images of the past. They appeal to
people interested in historic buildings,
engineering, food, and alternative
energy. Mills attract artists with their
textures and light. If operational,
mills capture the imagination with
the sounds, smells, and vibrations.
These buildings seem to come alive
with the sound of water splashing and
machinery working.
Mills were a common feature on the
landscape of the past and were a daily
part of life. While far less common
today, hundreds of these water and
wind powered factories still operate,
and thousands survive as ruins and

adaptively reused buildings. Even
if the number of mills has declined,
they were so common we can still find
evidence of them in nearby buildings,
street signs, documents, photographs,
and our memories.
The Year of Mills reminded us of the
broad appeal of mills and the number
of resources in Delaware County. The
Mills of Delaware County exhibit in
Newlin Grist Mill’s Visitor Center
has generated interest in our milling
heritage and focused attention on these
often-overlooked features. Numbers
of visitors have come in looking for
information about specific mills in
their neighborhoods and shared their
stories of mills. Displays and exhibits
at historical societies and historic sites
with mill connections shared additional
milling resources and provided
visitors with an understanding of the
relationship of mills to most aspects of
society.
Speakers around the county told
stories of mill owners, milling
families, individual mills, and
milling communities. The Newlin
Series included presentations on
how mills shaped the character of
a town in Bucks County, England,
Milling in the Delaware Valley, and
boat and tide mills. Tony Shahan and
Gabe Christy discussed methods for
powering mills and their project of
building a wooden water wheel in an
18th century millwright shop. One
of the most successful events was the
Industrial Heritage themed
Archaeology Festival that
welcomed a record number of
participants. As part of both
the Smithsonian’s Museum
Day and Delaware County
Arts Week, Music of the Mill
revealed how folklore of
mills has continued in music
into the present.
The most popular activities
of the Year of Mills were
the mill tours, including a
walking tour of Cobbs and

Water Wheels were the focus of
Powering the Mill presentation.

Darby Creek mills and a bus tour of
Chester Creek mills. Starting with
William Penn’s miller and ending with
a tour of the Newlin Grist Mill and
Millwright Shop, participants followed
the development of milling from its
colonial beginnings to larger export
operations and expansion into textiles
and papermaking.
The Mills of Delaware County exhibit
will be open until December 31st if you
have not already visited. The project
will continue with efforts to document
the milling heritage. If you would
like to help, please share information,
photographs, artifacts, and memories
about mills in Delaware County.

R to Left - Bill Russell, Tracy Connolly and Mike Connolly
performing Music of the Mill.
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Archaeology Festival Explores Our Buried Past
Newlin recently hosted the 8th annual
Delaware County Archaeology Festival.
The weather was lovely this year, and
we had a record-breaking attendance
of 521 visitors! A partnership between
Newlin Grist Mill and the Delaware
County Planning Department, the event
focuses on raising awareness among
the public about what archaeology is,
why it’s important, and how they can
get involved. The theme of this year’s
festival was the industrial heritage of the
area, which dovetailed with Delaware
County’s “Year of Mills 2019” and the
mill exhibit currently featured in the
Visitor Center.
During the festival, Newlin Grist Mill’s
archaeology
volunteers—consisting
of both professional and amateur
archaeologists and led by Site Manager
Keith Doms—continued to excavate in
the area between the Grist Mill and the
Archive. This ongoing excavation has
uncovered much about the construction

of the mill’s tailrace, as well as changes
to the mill’s equipment over time.
Visitors to the festival were invited
to help with screening soil from the
excavation for artifacts. A cleaning lab
set up nearby gave the public a chance
to help process artifacts, which will be
catalogued and stored for future study
and research. Items of note included
an articulated cow heel bone, a 19th
century cooking vessel, and the second
roller of a pair from a laundry wringer.
The onsite excavations were just
one aspect of the festival. Local
organizations were invited to set up
displays and demonstrations. This year,
we had demonstrations of remotelyoperated vehicles used in underwater
archaeology,
artifact
illustration,
and historic foodways. There were
also hands-on activities for kids.
The “Kids’ Dig” gave some of our
youngest visitors a chance to try their
hand at excavating in sandboxes filled

Newlin Grist Mill Volunteers encourage
future archaeologists.

with buried “artifacts” and “features.”
Older children (and some grown-ups!)
participated in a ceramics assembly
activity, learning how to piece broken
pottery back together.
The Public Archaeology season
wrapped up on October 19th with
International Archaeology Day. Lab
work will continue throughout the
winter, and excavations will start again
in March of 2020.

Fall Harvest Festival: Family Fun and Craft Traditions
The Fall Harvest Festival at Newlin
Grist Mill has been a local tradition
for thirty-five years. The 2019 festival
attracted over 1400 visitors.
The festival this year featured a wide
variety of historic skills and trades
demonstrations, such as shoemaking,
pottery, and woodturning; and of
course the Millwright Shop was open
for people to see the new water wheel
under construction. Newlin’s volunteer
blacksmiths demonstrated ironworking
and competed in a nail making contest.
Textile crafts were represented as well,
including spinning, weaving, dyeing,
and bobbin lacemaking.
Open-hearth cooking, butter and cheese
making, and traditional beer brewing
were also demonstrated. Old-fashioned
pretzels—baked in the onsite bake
oven—were sold and gobbled up as fast
as they could be made, and adult guests
visited the Colonial Tavern to purchase
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beer from Levante Brewing. Two food
trucks, The Plum Pit and Delicious
Craving, were available for festival
goers to purchase more substantial food
throughout the event. The festival’s
Colonial Market sold chocolate and
candies from Shane Confectionery,
handmade soaps, colonial jewelry,
pumpkins, and cornmeal ground in the
site’s 1704 grist mill.
The Colonial Revelers were back to sing
historic tunes, and the Heritage Dancers
demonstrated and taught English
country dancing to an enthusiastic
public. Tuckers’ Tales Puppet Theatre
also returned with their fun and
interactive performances, delighting
children and adults alike! In addition to
the puppet shows, our younger visitors
especially enjoyed playing colonial
games, painting pumpkins, going on a
hayride, and having their faces painted.

Visitors enjoying sights and sounds of
Fall Harvest Festival

The 2019 Fall Harvest Festival was made possible in part by the generous sponsorship of Unique Indoor Comfort Heating and Cooling.

Millwright Shop Moving Forward on Water Wheel

In September, the Millwright Shop
marked its one-year anniversary. After
a year, the Millwright’s Apprentice
project is beginning to make real
progress on the water wheel and flume,
along with collecting data on work in
a millwright shop. The reconstructed
shop is an experimental archaeology
project whose purpose is to create
accurate repairs and reconstructions
while exploring historical tools and
techniques.
Challenges were not unexpected but
have caused significant delays. The
biggest challenge has been acquiring
appropriate tools and equipment.
Because our time in the shop is limited
to a few days per week, it took much
longer than anticipated to build two
workbenches and fabricate tools such
as planes, saws, and a grinding wheel.
The blacksmith shop has been active
making and altering accessories for the
work benches and making pieces for
other tools.
The project also engaged several
professional artisans to make a variety of
additional planes, bench dogs, chisels,
and spoon bits. Gabe Christy stated, “It
has been interesting to provide artisans
with an idea of what we are trying to do
based on the research and then working
backward trying to determine what
tools millwrights would have used and
how they were made.”

The other major challenge has been
obtaining suitable oak lumber. Planks
for the rims, buckets, and spokes were
sourced from suppliers in Missouri and
Pennsylvania. Despite properly stacking
for air drying and coating the ends with
wax, several pieces severely checked
during the four-year drying process and
replacements were necessary.
Making the layout table for the water
wheel and cutting out the first set of
rim boards were practice for gaining
proficiency and experience with the
various tools. As we move forward,
each step is being timed. When finished,
we hope to provide an estimation of the
time required to construct a water wheel
in the 18th century.

Cutting out the first set of rims is nearing
completion, and with more volunteers
signing up to help, we have begun work
on the framing for the water box. Future
work will include cutting and planing
the bucket boards, using a groove plane
to cut notches for splines in the flume
sheathing boards, and using chisels to
cut 112 mortises for the 56 buckets.
The millwright shop is open every
Friday thorugh Sunday for those
interested in visiting, or go to the website
to read our blog. If you are interested in
volunteering, contact Gabe Christy at
gchristy@newlingristmill.org.

The Water Wheel taking shape in the Millwright Shop.
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Around the Mill

Fresh Baked Bread during Brewing Up History.
Launching a creation during the Recycled Boat Regatta.

Summer Discovery Eco Art.

Laura explains how to operate the Mill.

Snapping Turtle Sunning Along Fishing Pond.

Interact Volunteer helps young visitors reconstruct
pottery at Archaeology Festival.

Enjoying the final products of the Bake Oven Pizza Party.

Volunteers Welcome Visitors to Archaeology Festival.
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Tagged Monarch Butterfly.

Around the Mill

Bob Bardsley demonstrating natural dyes during
History at Work.

Summer Discovery Olympic Champions

Wow! Look at the big gear

Making Paper at Summer Discovery Camp.

Jack Wick canning Plane Straight Ale.

Laura teaches students how a camera works.

A dark-morph Tiger Swallowtail feeds on New
England Aster in the Native Pollinator Garden.

Salem High School conducting a stream study.

Jessica talks to visitors about Monarch
tagging program.
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Make an Impact in 2020
As 2019 comes to a close, we want
to thank you for all you have done
to support the mission and vision
of Newlin Grist Mill. You have had
a positive impact on the health and
diversity of our environment, and in the
lives of thousands of children, families,
and individuals who come to Newlin
Grist Mill. As one visitor said, “What
an amazing and absolutely magical
place right here in Delaware County.”
Thank you for making this possible!
We hope you will choose to get more
involved, to increase your impact, and
to ensure that this place continues to
be a place for all to enjoy. Make your
contribution go further with employer
matching, either through direct gifts
or volunteerism. Check with your
employer to determine if they have a
matching gift program. You may be

able to double your donation! If you’ve
been thinking about volunteering,
now may be the perfect time! Many
companies provide matching donations
in exchange for volunteer hours.
You can also make a donation through
United Way. For workplaces using
the United Way of Southern Chester
County: write in Nicholas Newlin
Foundation, 219 S. Cheyney Road,
Glen Mills, PA 19342. If giving through
the United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey: use donor
#54796.
Please feel free to contact Brenda Orso
at borso@newlingristmill.org if you
have any questions. Thank you for
making an impact on the people and
programs at the Newlin Grist Mill!

Membership
Matters!
Newlin Grist Mill is one of the last,
and largest, single tracts of open space
in Concord Township. Over 46,000
people per year visit to walk the trails,
fish, and participate in innovative
programming. “I come here every
day,” says one visitor. “I am a cancer
survivor, and this is my therapy.”
Membership at Newlin Mill is a simple
way to show your support and to help
preserve open space in an area where it
is rapidly disappearing. Please help us
meet our goal of 200 member families
in 2019. Your membership does matter,
and you can help to make Newlin Grist
Mill a beautiful place for all to enjoy.
Join online at www.newlingristmill.
org/membership, or contact Brenda
Orso at borso@newlingristmill.org,
610-459-2359.

A Bench for Fishing Memories
In July, long-time Stream Fishing Club
member and friend of Newlin Grist
Mill, Larry Shaheen, celebrated his
85th birthday. We were proud that he
and his family chose the Newlin Grist
Mill for the special occasion. As a
special present, Larry’s daughter and
granddaughters sponsored a bench in
his name to help celebrate this milestone
occasion. The bench included a plaque
with a special inscription.
“It’s not how many fish you catch, it’s
the memories you make trying.”
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Larry commented on his family’s
present, “Its beautiful and in the exact
location where I fish.” He also revealed
the truth of the inscription when he
stated, “If I can’t fish, I will come
down, sit on the bench and enjoy being
there.” Upon reading the inscription,
Director Tony Shahan reflected on
how fitting it is. “I look forward each
year to talking with the members at the
Stream Club breakfast. Larry always
shares great memories of his biggest
trout, the ones that got away, fishing
with his granddaughters, and the many

adventures of the chase. He makes me
want to get my fishing rod and make
my own memories.”

Newlin Grist Mill Inspires Beautiful Music
On September 22nd, the Delaware County Symphony performed a special concert
at Neumann University during Delco Arts Week. Their performance included a
composition by Jennifer Nicole Campbell titled “The Four Seasons of Delaware
County,” following the tradition of the Italian Baroque composer Antonio Vivaldi.
Ms. Campbell was born and raised in Delaware County. She graduated from the
Peabody Conservancy of Music at Johns Hopkins University where she earned
her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Piano Performance and Composition. The
inspiration for her composition came by visiting different parks and historic sites in
each of the seasons to capture the sights, sounds, and emotional ambiance of life in
Delco. One of her inspirations was the Newlin Grist Mill.
Following the performance, Ms. Campbell signed the musical score and presented
it to the Delaware County Historical Society to be archived. The composition
and historical document will be made available to future historians and musical
researchers. This unique composition and performance marks the first time a
resident artists composed an original composition based on the classical tradition
and presented it to the people of Delaware County.

Millwright Shop Hones Skills and
Contributes to Exhibit

Wye Mill Visits
On September 17th, Newlin Grist Mill
welcomed representatives from the
Wye Mill, a historic mill located on
the eastern shore of Maryland. The
group visited to discuss operations and
programs. The organization is updating
its interpretation and sought inspiration
from our programming and activities.

Tony Shahan and Gabe Christy attended
a preview at the Museum of the
American Revolution (MOAR) of the
new exhibit “Cost of Revolution: The
Life and Death of an Irish Soldier.” The
exhibit weaves the story of Richard St.
George around the themes of the 18th
century Irish experience, life in the Age
of Revolution, and the impact of war on
soldiers. The exhibit was captivating
and informative.
One display drew their attention more
than others - a section of fence surviving
from the Battle of Germantown. In June,
MOAR curator Matthew Skic asked

Newlin Grist Mill if we could replicate
the fence for the upcoming exhibit.
After analyzing the wood type, cedar
was purchased and processed in the
Millwright Shop. Hand saws, planes,
and draw knives were used to create the
fence. Even the nails were made in the
NGM blacksmith shop.
The fence was repeatedly shot with
muskets and rifles to replicate damage
on the original and installed in the
exhibit. A video in the exhibit shows the
shooting of the fence including a piece
by Gabe Christy describing the making
of the fence.

They spent the afternoon touring the
site, talking with staff, and examining
various projects. The tour included the
Trimble Kitchen, bake oven, Miller’s
House, archaeological investigations,
Grist Mill, Millwright Shop, and
Mills of Delaware County exhibit. We
shared our experiences, triumphs, and
challenges.
The Newlin Grist Mill works with
organizations and sites throughout
the region with similar goals. These
connections help us share information,
resources, and ideas to better serve our
communities. We wish Wye Mill the
best in their endeavors.

Gabe in shop with fence before it was shot and put into the exhibit.
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Summer Discovery
Another year of Summer Discovery
camp has come and gone! We had
so much fun with our campers this
summer, as we got to explore the park’s
outdoor classrooms, get hands-on with
history, meet live animals, make new
friends, and learn in new and different
ways. Camper favorites from the
summer were designing unique animals
for the wacky animal zoo, making their
own granola and bread & butter snacks,
competing in the Ancient Olympics,
and playing water games.

Be sure to look for the 2020 Summer
Discovery registration materials in
January. We’ve got three great themes
lined up, including a tour of ecosystems
in “Around the World with Newlin,”
an in-depth trip back in time to the
colonial period, and all things science,
technology, engineering, art, and
math in “Full STEAM Ahead” camp.
Also new in 2020 will be afternoon
adventures on both Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons of each full week
of camp. We can’t wait to see you there!

Sip Behind the Scenes
After a summer hiatus, we picked back
up the Sip Behind the Scenes happy hour
programs in September with “Plants
& Pints.” Levante Brewing provided
beer for the occasion, including their
limited-release “Earl of Newlin.” Poor
weather kept us inside and out of the
Native Pollinator Garden, but we were
able to feature the Monarch butterflies
and Snowberry Clearwing moths that
we raised over the summer in the
Visitor Center.
We closed out this year’s Sip Behind
the Scenes series with “Wine & Water-

wheels” on October 10th. Visitors
enjoyed samples from Penns’ Woods
Winery while chatting with Newlin’s
staff about the ongoing water wheel
project. The happy hour was followed
immediately by the final program in our
Newlin Series for 2019, “Powering the
Mill.”
For the 2020 Sip Behind the Scenes,
we are looking for suggestions for
beverage partners. Do you have
a favorite local brewery, winery,
distillery, cidery, or meadery that
you’d like to see at Newlin? We want

Tavern Night
The annual Tavern Night dinner, taking place on the first Saturday in
November each year, serves as a fundraiser for Newlin Grist Mill’s
internship program. For this year’s event, the staff decided to explore foods
that travelers would have encountered in 18th-century Pennsylvania.
The menu was created by drawing on references in Peter Kalm’s Travels
into North America (1748-1751), Israel Acrelius’s A History of New
Sweden (1759), and an appendix of “American” dishes that was added in
the 1803 printing of The Frugal Housewife. As always, period beverages
were carefully selected to complement each course.
Tavern Night is a perennial favorite, as evidenced this year by tickets
selling out two months before the event! Disappointed that you missed
your chance to get seats? Make sure to register early next time, and also
consider attending our May fundraising dinner, “Tasting through Time.”
It helps to fund restoration projects at the Mill—such as the Millwrights
Shop and the Trimble House kitchen and pantry—and has a different
theme each year, exploring foodways in different time periods, places,
and cultures.
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to know! Send your suggestions to
ladie@newlingristmill.org.

A Trimble Kitchen Update
Since the project began in 2015,
everyone has been excited about the
Trimble House Restoration Project.
There were the incredible discoveries
as modern layers were peeled back to
reveal the house’s story. Each phase of
the project brought more discoveries
and future research projects.
Only a few structural items remain
to be completed. Work has begun in
the recreation of period appropriate
windows and doors and the mantel
for the hearth is being reconstructed
based on nail holes found in the mantel
beam. Shelves, benches, and a corner
cupboard are also being fabricated.
As we near the end of the restoration
and move into the final furnishing

phase of the project, a new form of
discovery is being made. Probate
inventories provide lists of what was
found in both the Newlin and Trimble
kitchens throughout the 18th centuries.
These items were made of ceramics,
cooperage, cast iron, wrought iron,
pewter, wood, and textiles. In order
to reproduce these furnishings, we
are researching the trades and seeking
assistance of modern artisans from the
United States and around the world.
The documentation of how the items
were made and artisans who made
them is being included in the process
of furnishing the kitchen and pantry.
In future publications, we plan to
bring you profiles of the artisans and

craftspeople who make the things that
will help us bring the spaces alive.
Below are two examples of how this
project is connecting us with skills and
craftspeople who are preserving these
historic trades in the modern world.

Spotlight on the Artisans
Bristow Iron Works
One of the challenges of furnishing a mid-18th century kitchen is finding reproduction
items that match the original pieces in materials, forms, manufacturing techniques,
and finishes. This is particularly difficult in the case of cast iron, the making of which
requires not only expertise and craftsmanship, but also a foundry capable of heating
iron to 2500°F so that it can be poured into specialized molds. We were referred to
Bristow Iron Works as the makers of quality cast iron pots. Based in Ontario, Canada,
and working out of a local foundry, they are a small family business that caters to the
living history community. More so than other options currently available, Bristow’s
pots have a form that closely resembles that of original pieces from our time period.
We can’t wait to cook in them over the hearth!

John Hudson, Claypotter
John Hudson is a potter based out of West Yorkshire, United Kingdom. He has
been making reproduction earthenware pottery for 40 years in the English country
tradition, and his pieces can be found everywhere from Hampton Court Palace in
England to Kyoto, Japan to Colonial Williamsburg. Because the Newlin and Trimble
families were of Anglo-Irish background, and because a significant amount of English
earthenware was used in Southeastern Pennsylvania in the 18th century, we reached
out to Mr. Hudson. He recently visited Newlin Grist Mill on a trip to the United
States, and the staff had an opportunity to sit down with him and have him examine
some of the ceramics that have been found in our archaeological excavations. It was
very informative, and we look forward to working with him on some pieces for the
Trimble House.
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iNaturalist
Become a citizen scientist and help
Newlin Grist Mill’s staff catalog the
wildlife that live within the park’s
boundaries! Thanks to new weekend
staff member Amanda Janusz, we
are now using iNaturalist as a tool
for documenting the park’s wildlife.
iNaturalist is an international online
database of plant and animal sightings
from around the world (and it is also
available as a free app). Park visitors

Coneflower
Seeds
Available
Help support the Native Pollinator
Garden with a purchase of Purple
Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)
seeds! Purple Coneflowers are
a big hit with both human and
wildlife visitors each summer. The
tall purple flowers create a striking
garden feature when in bloom, and
the abundant nectar keeps bees,
butterflies, and hummingbirds
happy. As the flowers go to seed,
sparrows and goldfinches enjoy
foraging on the tiny seeds. This fall,
fresh seed heads were harvested
from the garden and bagged for
sale by volunteers.
Seeds are available in the gift shop
at $2 per package.

can submit photographs, request
identification from experts, suggest
identifications of their own, and create
collections of observations (projects)
based on common trends. On your
next visit, take a wildlife or wildflower
picture to add to our project- “Wildlife
at Newlin Grist Mill.” This helps us
keep track of what species are being
seen and when, in order to better support
the park’s diverse flora and fauna!

Where Are the Fish?
If you’ve been to visit the park this
summer or fall, you might have noticed
that our trout ponds have been sadly
empty. The lack of trout is due to
consistently higher water temperatures
over the summer and fall. While not a
major problem for our native sunfish,
bass, and minnow species, it is a
challenge for our cold-water-adapted
stocked Rainbow Trout.
Yes, our summer has been hot and
dry, which naturally leads to higher
water temperatures. However, much
of the problem is a direct result of
actions taken by PennDOT contractors
during their ongoing expansion of U.S.
322. The project passes through the
headwaters of Concord Creek, which
feeds the park’s millrace, trout ponds,
and frog pond outdoor classroom.
During the initial construction phase,
most of the creek’s headwaters

were clear-cut, leaving no shade to
keep water temperatures low. The
construction of retention basins also
appears to have disrupted natural
springs, resulting in less water entering
the creek. We have documented at least
11 different instances where silt was
pumped from the construction site into
the creek. This excess silt has built
up in the creek, millrace, and ponds,
to such an extent that our upper trout
pond is too shallow to stock, and we
are having trouble keeping enough
water to run the mill.
We have been working closely with
the Delaware County Conservation
District,
PA
Department
of
Environmental Protection, and EPA to
address the damage, but there is still
much work to be done. Thank you for
your patience as we work to resolve the
crisis.

Repeated silt plumes in creek have filled the upper pond making it impossible to stock with fish.
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Newlin Grist Mill 2019 Sponsors
Thank you to our corporate sponsors and community partners who help support the programs and events at Newlin Grist Mill!

FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Barnard, Mezzanotte, Pinnie & Seelaus
Bryn Mawr Trust
Chandler Funeral Home
Chester Water Authority
Castle Valley Mill
Conserva Construction
Erie Insurance

Foulk Lawn & Equipment
Garnet Valley Farms
Harry Tillman Automotive LLC
H&H Heating
Lucy Bell Newlin Sellers
MOR Construction
Quality Security

Quoin Capital
Team Toyota of Glen Mills
Tim Sellers
Tobin’s Feed and Seed
Unique Indoor Comfort
Visit Delco, PA
Wild Birds Unlimited of Glen Mills

Lucy Bell Newlin Sellers
MOR Construction
Team Toyota of Glen Mills

Tim Sellers
Visit Delco, PA

ARCHAEOLOGY FESTIVAL
Brinker Simpson
Bryn Mawr Trust
Delware County Planning Department

RUN FOR THE MILL 5K RUN AND WALK
BHCU
Bryn Mawr Trust
IT Edge
Jane & Abass Alavi

Lucy Bell Newlin Sellers
MOR Construction
Pennoni
Power Plant Gym

Target Building Construction
Team Toyota of Glen Mills
Visit Delco, PA
Wegmans

Levante Brewing Company
Penns Woods Winery

Team Toyota of Glen Mills
Twin Lakes Brewing Company

Brinker Simpson
Carol Shahan
Castle Valley Mill

Lucy Bell Newlin Sellers
MOR Construction
Team Toyota of Glen Mills

Tim Sellers
Tri-County Pest Control

TASTING THROUGH TIME DINNER

TALES ON TRAILS

SUMMER DISCOVERY

Carol Shahan
Lucy Bell Newlin Sellers
Tim Sellers
Team Toyota of Glen Mills

Agilent Technologies
Team Toyota of Glen Mills

Costco
Giant

Keep PA Beautiful
Wawa

Wegmans
		

SIP BEHIND THE SCENES
2SP Brewing Company
Aston Abbey Brewing Company

TAVERN NIGHT

EARTH DAY
Acme
Herr’s

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
Bird feeders sponsored by Wild Birds Unlimited of Glen Mills
Spotted Lanternfly Tree Treatment sponsored by Rick’s Plant Healthcare
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Nicholas Newlin Foundation

Address Service Requested

Newlin Grist Mill
219 South Cheyney Road, Glen Mills PA 19342
610-459-2359 | www.newlingristmill.org
Like us on Facebook

VISIT US!
Newlin Grist Mill
219 S. Cheyney Rd.
Glen Mills, PA 19342
Ph: 610-459-2359
info@newlingristmill.org
Visitor Center Hours:
9am-4pm
Park Hours:
9am-Dusk
Tours:
Monday-Friday:
11am & 2pm
Saturday and Sunday
10am, 11am, 1pm, 2pm
www.newlingristmill.org
Funding for the Newlin Grist Mill is supported by a grant
from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission,
a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
and the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November
2
28
30

Tavern Night—SOLD OUT
Thanksgiving Day—SITE CLOSED
Bird Walk (9am)

December
25
28

Christmas Day—SITE CLOSED
Bird Walk (9am)

January
1
25

New Year’s Day—SITE CLOSED
Bird Walk (9am)

2020 Dates to Note
Mar 30
Apr 18
May 16
Jul 6-10
Jul 20-24
Aug 3-7
Sep 12
Oct 3
Oct 17
Nov 7

Opening Day of Trout Fishing
Earth Day
Tasting Through Time: A Historic Dining Experience
Summer Discovery: “Around the World with Newlin”
Summer Discovery: “Colonial Camp”
Summer Discovery: “Full STEAM Ahead”
Archaeology Festival
Fall Harvest Festival
International Archaeology Day
Tavern Night
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